SHORT HISTORY OF THE DUTCH SPEAKING BRUSSELS BRANCH
1950 – 1977
(1) INTRODUCING THE BELGIAN FRENCH MISSION
Taking you back to the year 1924, we discover the LDS Church in the South of Belgium. The French Mission was re-opened in the year 1924 and a number of French speaking branches in Belgium were moved to the French Mission. In the North - in Flanders - the branches were connected to the Dutch Mission. In the French speaking part of Belgium there was no evolution in the missionary work during that period. The Church had to rent meeting places to hold Sunday school services. The first real churches for the French speaking members were build in Liége, Seraing and Herstal in the thirties. The church in Herstal was dedicated in 1937 by Heber J. Grant, president and prophet of the Church. Also in 1937 the Church made newspaper headlines in the Belgian Basketball world. The Church put together their own basketball team and they beat the best Belgian basketball team, Sporting Club, in the National Cup Finals. The Church team consisted only of missionaries. Sporting Club, the Belgian  number one team had been the winner for  three years in a row  - but now the Mormons cleared the deck. During the German occupation in the World War II the members of the six French speaking branches survived on their well prepared Welfare food and the financial help they received from Salt Lake City. After the War and during the time that the Church was part of the French Mission it made very little progress. But when the French-Belgain Mission hot started in 1963 they scored a number of converts and by 1973, just 10 years later, there were 3,500 members French speaking members in three districts in the Southern part of Belgium and Brussels.  The first Belgian Stake in the French Mission was organised in Brussels in February 1977 and Joseph Scheen was called as the Stake president.
(2) George Tuffin
Then I would like to introduce myself. My name is George Tuffin. I am a member of the Antwerp Ward in the Antwerp Belgium Stake. My parents were baptised in 1957 and my brother and I were baptised in 1958. My father is British (he died in 2003) and my mother is from Antwerp, Belgium. So I am from Anglo-Belgo descent. I have always been active in the Church. I was called to serve in the Mutual Improvement Association (MIA) the first youth program of the Church and later  it was called the Young Men and Young Women organisation. I have served as an Aaronic Priesthood/Young Men president, Sunday school teacher and president and a counsellor in the Branch Presidency and later on in the ward Bishopric. In 2006 I was called as a Ward Historian and started to research and write history about the LDS church in Flanders. I have tried to get a number of members and items that are connected to Brussels for my talk to night.
(3) EDWARD KIMBALL
My research took me to the old post war days in Antwerp. The first item connected to Brussels, our national capital was in the diary of the Dutch speaking Elder Edward Kimball, a son of former president Kimball. In the month of August 1950, Elder Edward Kimball, the branch president of Antwerp, and his companion travelled twice to Brussels to obtain their “military” car licence so they could travel to Germany and to other places in Europe. 
In January 1951 the missionaries from Antwerp, were called to Brussels to assist at an LDS funeral. The French speaking branch had called them to help Sister Genevieve De Sitter with her bereavement (grief). Her child had died and the family were Dutch speaking members and asked Elder Kimball to talk them trough the LDS service, so their relatives (non-members) could follow the funeral service. The Elders from Antwerp also assisted with the dedication (blessing) of the grave and spoke words of comfort for the grieving family members. 
(4) BUILDING PROGRAM
Maybe you remember something about the building of the Chapel in Brussels. In 1960 the church announced a very ambitious building program. They were going to build churches all over Europe. This also included a new church building in Belgium at Strombeek-Beveren (near Brussels). Young men would be called, not as full time missionaries, but as building missionaries and would work in Europe to build these new buildings.  

(5) DUTCH CHURCH HISTORY
The Dutch Mission recorded the 1st of April, 1962,  as the day that Elders held their first Dutch speaking Sunday school and the missionaries started to keep records of all their meetings. They started to write Church history. The 4 Dutch speaking missionaries in Brussels assisted their French speaking companions from the French Mission in the capital.  And on the 2nd of October 1962, the Dutch speaking branch in Brussels was organised and became the 5th branch in Flanders. 
(6) THE TOWER OF BABEL
In the month December 1962, the Church Magazine “de Ster”, carried a number of photographs showing the building missionaries at work in Strombeek-Bever (Brussels). There were jokes about the terrible language situation. A real tower of Babel. You could hear English, Swedish, Dutch and French and there was also one Polish member working there. It was a real international project. At the time the old church building in Brussels was located at the Houzeau de Lehae street 14 near the centre of town (in the Rogierplaats area). It was a rented three storey building similar to the one in Antwerp. When my father visited the Brussels branch, I used to accompany him for the Sunday services. 
(7) BR. BELNAP: in Antwerp we had a brilliant American music scholar, called Parley Belnap. He was studying in Antwerp to specialise in organ music at the Conservatorium. Parley and his wife Bona used to live near the church in Antwerp. President Van Slooten (the Dutch Mission President) asked them to move to Brussels to assist the Brussels branch and they moved and lived on the second floor of the Church building. The Belnaps bought a piano, so Parley could practice in his living room. The members from Brussels donated pieces of furniture for their flat. The Belnaps had three building missionaries living above them on the third floor of the old church building. One of them, Peter Mourik (Holland) met Sr. Marie Paul Jansen in Brussels during his mission and they fell in love and got married after his mission. Marie was a young sister from the French speaking branch in Brussels. Back in Antwerp Br. Belnap kept practising for his future exams at the Conservatorium and in a Catholic Church. He was also called as the second counsellor of Elder Van Workham, the Branch president, of Brussels. He also played the piano for the Sunday services. Then he helped President Van Slooten to pick missionaries to form a Mormon Missionary Quartet, called “the Mormon Four.” On the 24th of May 1963, Bona gave birth to her first child, David Michael Belnap. He was born in the Red Cross hospital in Brussels. The members came to visit and the donated baby clothes for the little one. After living in Antwerp the branch in Brussels became their second home. In the spring of 1964 Br. Belnap finished his organ training and was the First in his class and received his academic degree for organ music. It was the highest degree for organ at a Belgian Conservatorium. In the Summer of 1964 the Belnap family left Belgium.
(8) BR. DE SITTER
in the month of June 1963, President Van Slooten called Br. De Sitter from Brussels as a building missionary. He travelled from our capital to Dordrecht in Holland. When he arrived there he found out that there were no tools to help him and he had to collect a number of tools from the local members. De Sitter also received help from Br. Jan van der Meyden and this brother was in his seventies. The electric wiring was fixed by Br. Wim Vernes. Together they fixed the old church building in Dordrecht and when the work was finished the church received a beautiful recreation hall for MIA activities. 
(9) HENRI PIMENTEL
At the end of the summer of 1963 Henri Pimentel travelled to London by boat for a short business trip. On his way back to Oostend he met “the Mormon Four” and was impressed by their songs. Pimentel, was a professional musician and music critic, and he liked the short performance by the barbershop quartet. He started to talk with the Americans and introduced himself as the manager of Radio Brussels FM. When Don Van Slooten was introduced Pimentel thought that he was their manager. But then he discovered that he was the Mission president of the Dutch Mission and the singers were missionaries. When the mail boat reached Oostend harbour Pimentel promised to put the Mormon Four on a bill in Brussels. He was also keen on knowing more about the Mormon Church. In December the missionaries from Brussels visited Pimentel, his wife and his daughter. They received the gospel lessons and Maria A. E. Pimentel-Jaeger and his daughter Yone M.N.H. Pimentel were baptised.on the 20th of December 1963. They went to the church services which were held in an old house. Br. Pimentel made a big impression on all the members. He was always dressed very smart. He wore a three piece suit all of the time. The Pimentels also met the Belnaps and they started talking classic music right away. In Brussel, Br. Pimentel, was the only one left in his family who did not commit to the Church. But after a while Joseph Henricus jr. Pimentel was baptised on the 19th of June 1964. Br. Pimentel would meet a lot of the local members at conferences and cultural activities in Brussels and other branches. Pimentel was called as a Sunday school president in Brussels, served as a branch president and was called as a counsellor in the district presidency during the early Seventies. 
(10) OPEN DAY
On the 26th of June 1965 we had an “Open Door day” and a party to celebrate the opening of the new Brussels Chapel. Everyone was there, The French speaking members, the Dutch speaking members and the English speaking branch.  Strombeek-Bever was part of the Dutch Mission now. In the afternoon members and non-members could make a tour the inside of the church with missionaries as there guides. The building missionaries and their supervisors were our guests of honour. The closing event of the “open day” program was an evening of classical music under the direction of Br. Henri Pimentel. 
(11) STROMBEEK-BEVER
Naturally the church in Brussels was not really completed and on the 18th of July 1965, a special work meeting was held with all the church leaders in Belgium (Dutch, French and International branches and their respective mission representatives). The record shows the following attendance: Victor Tuffin (District President Antwerp), Elder Van Rij (Dutch Mission), Elder Roylance (Branch president Dutch speaking branch), Alexander Secretin (District President Brussels/Liége), Armand Noé (Branch President French speaking branch), Jacques Geldermans (his first counsellor) and Joseph T. Edmund (French Belgium Mission). 
(12) SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
From 1965 and upwards we would travel to Brussels to hold district conference, instruction meetings, Relief Society Bazar, fireside meetings with special speakers (general authorities), roadshow evenings, sing and talk competitions, MIA conferences and dance evenings. The weekend of Saturday, the 13th and Sunday the 14th of November 1965 we held the meetings of our first Antwerp District Conference in Brussels. on the Saturday we had a Roadshow competition in the early evening followed by a dance. We used the stage in the recreation/sport hall for the plays. The Antwerp branch won the roadshow competition. On Monday the 8th of December 1965, our Antwerp District organised a “special fireside” meeting in Brussels. The guest speakers were Elder Theodore Burton from the Twelve, President Curtis (Dutch Mission) and Pres. Jongkees (Dutch Stake). President Burton was touring Europe during Christmas time. At the weekend of the 29th and 30th of October 1966 we held our district conference. 
(13) CHURCH DEDICATION
It took a time to get the Chapelin Brussels dedicated. From June 1965 when we had our OPEN HOUSE it was on the 5th of March 1967 (two years  mater) that the Chapel in Bussels was dedicated by apostle Howard W. Hunter. On 15th en 16th of April 1967 we held a general priesthood meeting and a district conference in Brussels. 

(14) HENRI BOGAERTS
Now I like to talk about a real “Brusseleer”  - Br. Henri Bogaerts. He was born on the 5th of September 1954 in Vorst near Brussels. He lived on the corner of Romeinse steenweg in Strombeek-Bever and as a child saw the building site of the LDS chapel grow. He met a number of building missionaries. He used to hang around Br. De Sitter, the janitor of the Chapel. Br. Sitter always invited Henri to come and play basketball in the church. Henri also visited the French and Flemish MIA meetings.  It took a while but Henri was baptised on the 8th of November 1969, together with Godelieve De Vos in Brussels. Henri would be an asset for the MIA in Brussels. One of his friends was Antoon Bouckenooge, the MIA president of the Dutch speaking branch. Other friends: Micheline Walrat, Henri Pimentel, Godelieve Van Aarden en Eva Van Hauweghem. He was called as the First counsellor of Br. Bouckenooge. Henri was only 14 years old at the time and  “Church News” printed an interview with him, because in the States it was impossible to be MIA counsellor at that age. Recently Henri Boegaerts is living near Mechelen and visits the Antwerp Ward in Merksem near Antwerp. He has remarried and his wife is Linda Pacquee and they have one son. Henri is the Young Men president of our Ward. He arranged all the YM/YW activities, temple visits, meetings and camping trips in the Ardennes where the Ward has a camping area.   
(15) CHARLES DIDIER
We can not forget tp mention our first Belgian general authority. Charles Didier was born 5 October 1935. He lived in Elsene near Brussels. He was the eldest son of André Didier and Gabrielle Colpaert. At age 22, Didier was baptized a member of the LDS Church in Brussels. He went through all the Aaronic Priesthood stages (deacon, teacher and priest.).Two years after his baptism, Didier received the Melchizedek priesthood and was ordained to the office of elder. A native French speaker, Didier was the first European resident to have been called as a general authority in the history of the church. Didier was the president of the France–Switzerland Mission of the church and a regional representative for the Twelve Apostles. In October 1975, Church President Spencer W. Kimball asked Didier to become a member of the First Quorum of the Seventy, a full-time ecclesiastical position. In 1984, when the first area presidencies in the church were created, Didier was made president of the South America North Area, which included Brazil as well as the Spanish-speaking nations of South America from Peru north.[1] On August 15, 1992, Didier became one of the seven presidents of the Seventy; he served in this position until August 15, 1995, simultaneously serving as the general president of the church Sunday School program in 1994 and 1995. In 2001, Didier was again called to serve in the Presidency of the Seventy. Until his second release from the Presidency of the Seventy in 2007, Didier's responsibilities included overseeing the area seventies in the North America Southwest Area of the church. In 2007, Didier was assigned as president of the newly consolidated Brazil Area of the church. Didier was made General Authority Emeritus in the Oct 2009 conference. It has not been announced if he will preside over a temple yet as is common with many Emeritus and former General Authorities. Didier is married to Lucie Lodomez; the couple have two children. In October of 1975 Elder Didier was ordained as a member of the First Quorum of Seventy. He would also visit the members in Flanders at district conferences and speak at fire sides. Elder Didier worked for the Church in all kind of different places and callings: in the Administration of The Distribution Centre (Liége, Belgium), and as an Area representative at Frankfurt (Germany) and later in Mexico and South America. At the age of 73 - Charles is an emeritus member of the First Quorum of the Seventy of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
EXTRA – the fire destroyed the chapel in Strombeek-Bever
The chapel of Strombeek-Bever caught fire in the Summer of 1971. Br.De Sitter tried to fix a hole in the roof and his torch set the hay on fire that was kept under the tiles on the roof. The fire brigade tried to cleanse the fire. But the chapel burned to the ground. It did not take long before the building missionaries started to rebuild the LDS building in Brussels. In the summer of 1972 the branches held their first service in the restored chapel and in the Fall of 1972 the church was completely restored and could be used again for normal Sunday services, district conferences, firesides, sports and dance events and roadshows. 

THE END
List of Baptisms in Brussels:  1962 - 1970
1962 
August 1962: Clement Silvain Van Buyten
September 1962: Aline Trembly-Van Den Broeck, Nicole Maers, Emililienne Yolande Van Den Abeele and Jostane Maers and Marie Angele Van Den Abeele Goosemans, November 1962: Gilberte Bierens-Van Utterbeek, Agnes Bierens and Eduard C. Bierens Micheline Walrat
December 1962:  Arry Hendrik Bierens, Jacobus Bierens and Jean Gikke.  

1963 
January: Br. Erwin and Sr. Dominique Mathu 
February: Erna Vekemans, 
March: Pauline van den Brink, 
April: Barbe Maguerite Flips-Peeters, 
May: Reginal Hector en Maria Demetrie Geldof, June: Lucienne Laus-DeMunck, Ermelinda and Giuscphina Maiale, 
July: the little David Michael Belnap was blessed by his father in Brussels, 
August: Gustaaf Verheiren, Madelina Laus 
September: Remy and Germaine Verbist-Ghysens, Emilienne Van Uytbergen and Josiane Schellekens. 

1964 
September: Andrea Maria Coelus-Verhellen and Marc G. K. Coelus
1965
January: linda Maria Vandekerckhove, Peter Gustav Berteloot and Francisous Antonius Van Acoleyen, 
March: Eduard and Yvonne Steenwinkel-Verhagen and Gesele, Rita and Johny, November: Paulina C.H.F.E. Neckebroek-Smets 
December: Aneliese Baukens-Schever

1966 
February: Marcel en Marie Therese van Aarden-Grimonpont, Maria and Godelieve. March: Roland S. A. Laus, April 1966: Walter C. E. Van Aarden and Annie M. C. De Bondt. 
July:  Walter F.S.G Klinkemaalie, Johannes G.M. jr and Lea Van Nuys-Danhleux. 
November 1966: Ethel May Palmer (English speaking branch), Marguerite de Keurier-Zonnekin and Jean Wouters (Dutch speaking branch). December 1966: Gabrielle Palmyre de Vos - D’Haeyer.

1967

February 1967: Antoon Gustaaf Bouckenooge and Josiane Marie Elisabeth Lentz. March 1967: Victoria van den Bemden. May 1967: Catherine van den Troost. 
July 1967: Petrus and Maria Durinck-Verbeeck. 
September 1967: Rosa Bouchenooge-Defour. 

1968

February 1968: Rita Gloesener. March1968: Jan Willem Van Aarden. 
July 1968:  Anna Marie Rooseleer-Berg. 
June 1968: Danielle and Louise Moulin-Baur. George Porter (father), Rachel Porter-de Munck (mother) and the children Patrick, Ann, Jennifer and Peter. 
July 1968: Anne M. F.V. Degel en Robert J. Mosselmans. 

1969

September 1969: Willem and Frieda Pylsyser-Vandenheede. 
October 1969: Richard Van Goethem and Henricus Raspoet. 
November 1969: Cyril Charles and Julia Carolina van Goethem-van de Vijver.  

1970

June 1970: Renée Curias-Pasture (Ducth branch) and Candy Wilchinsky (English speaking branch).  

END 
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