A priesthood course about the history
of the Christian Church.

For: 

All holders of the Melchizedek- and High Priesthood.

Objective: 
To acquire a more detailed knowledge of the development of the Apostolic Christian Church after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Further to obtain a better understanding about the literal restoration of this ancient church by the Prophet Joseph Smith and to develop an unwavering testimony of the importance of the work of the Prophet for everyone, who loves to follow the Master and to obey His teachings.        

Introduction.
Each priesthood-holder receives a lesson book. They should study the given material and all mentioned texts before coming to class. Ideally a lesson is a discussion about the various aspects of the studied material, which is guided by the teacher. The teacher also can ask some students in advance, to give a short presentation about the points proposed at the end of each lesson.  The time of the lesson should definitely not be used to let the students loudly read consecutive parts of the lesson. The student should convince the teacher by his contribution, questions and answers he has acquired a perfect understanding of the material offered in this course.

History is important! A famous Dutchman once said: “A people which knows its past works at its future.” The Prophet Joseph Smith admonishes the same: “A person cannot be saved without his or her kindred death!” By searching your family history you will learn about your kindred death! Moreover, you must study the history of Common Christianity to understand the importance of the Prophet Joseph Smith as Prophet, Seer and Revelator in our days. This will assist you in developing a testimony concerning the Restored Church as well as the Priesthood. You will acquire a true knowledge of the Godhead. This course will also give the student a more profound understanding of the love of our Heavenly Father and the life saving grace of the atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

To keep “the iron rod” this history had to be abbreviated. It will unfold itself in the ancient Apostolic Christian Church after the resurrection and subsequent ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. Further we will discuss the formative years of the Catholic (meaning: General) Church until the Counsel of Nicea (325 A.D.). However, after that date we limit ourselves to the development of the Western- (Roman) Catholic Church until the Reformation. This part will be closed with a few important events in the Roman Catholic Church after the Reformation. Then we continue with the history of the Reformation (1526 A.D.), which ultimately will lead to the Restoration (1830 A.D.). Although very interesting, the Eastern denominations like the Syrian-, Greek- and Russian Orthodox churches (by far not a conclusive list) will only be mentioned in as much as they are important for the development of the Western Church. In the closing lessons the importance of the Restoration will be demonstrated by making a comparison between the man-made churches and the restored Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. It will be clearly shown, that the Prophet Joseph Smith indeed restored the true teachings of Jesus Christ and His Apostles in all its former clarity, charity and love.

The framework for this course is provided by the “History of the Christian Church” by Philip Schaff, published by WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, except where other sources are given. Should your interest be awakened and you desire to know more, we warmly recommend the books mentioned above. Finally, it is written: “Ask and you will be answered, knock and you will be opened, search and you will find”. However, you have to ask, you have to knock and you must actively seek for the Truth.  We pray for your success!

In the Name of Jesus Christ.

1. The foundation of our faith in God:

Our Lord Jesus Christ enters history.

If we want to study the development of the Christian church, we must begin long before this earth is organised in order to acquire a basic knowledge of the universal laws decreed by a benevolent Father. His name according to Jewish Scripture (our Old Testament) is Elohim. In The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints this knowledge is revealed under the name: “The Plan of Salvation”.

This plan, which is only partially known (a lot of details are still missing), for us commences with a pair of Exalted Beings. 

Does that mean that God is not eternal? (Mos. 1:3). No, absolutely not but as with everything, He also progresses. One of the prophets stated: “As man is now, God once was and as God is now man can become!”  However, His inner self, that what makes Him who He is, His spirit is as eternal as the spirit of you and me. It depends fully on ourselves if we ever will reach that glory! (Mos. 1:39)

They are exalted and hence their bodies are immortal. Moreover as Gods they enjoy “life eternal”, which means they can have offspring (Acts 17: 28). Thus they become our Heavenly Parents!

The use of the word parents implies the existence of a Heavenly Mother (see Hymn 292). Although not much is revealed about her it should be emphatically stated: “She surely is not Mary the earthly mother of our Lord Jesus Christ!”

A child on earth is born out of water and blood and is quickened by blood what carries in itself the factor of death. Hence men and women on earth are mortal. Exalted beings are no longer quickened by blood but by the spirit. Therefore they are immortal. The children of our Heavenly Father (from now on this term will be used instead of Heavenly Parents) are born out of spirit and consequently these spirit-children or (short) spirits are immortal!

The spirit is the immortal part of our being, the quintessence of what we really are, spirit-children of our Heavenly Father! Not “spiritual children” but real sons and daughters made out of spirit matter. Before I formed thee in the belly (of thy earthly mother) I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations (Jer.1: 5). Therefore we are completely justified to pray to- and honour Elohim as Our Father in Heaven!  

What did we do as spirit-children? Probably the same things as children do here on earth. We played, were brought up, taught and grew in stature as well as in wisdom. However, the moment came we discovered there was a difference between our Parents and ourselves. There are sons and daughters, but only brothers and sisters. So, just as children here, we asked Father. “The difference is your Mother and I are married, exalted and therefore we have children and thus a fullness of joy and happiness!” That seems desirable; can we also obtain this fullness of joy? Father answered: “This is only possible, when you first experience a fullness of sadness.         

            “For it must needs be, there is an opposition in all things”(2 Nephi 2:11). 

Father explains we cannot experience a fullness of sadness in His presence, since everything there is harmonious. No sickness, no envies, no war, no evil and no dead whatsoever; in short nothing negative exists in His presence. However, He can organize a place for us so far out of His immediate influence, that there we can experience sadness and evil. We accept the challenge. In our limited understanding we think this is something we easily can overcome; 

               “And the morning stars sang together, and all the sons shouted for joy” (Job 38:7).

Subsequently our Heavenly Father tells us all the facts and consequences of our choice and shows the details of His spiritual creation. He then asks who is prepared to lead the material organisation. His oldest son says: “Send me! Although I cannot oversee all implications, I respect Thee and give Thee honour: 

               “Not what I will, but what Thou wilt”. (Mark 14:36). 

He does not know the fateful day will come, when He has to repeat these selfsame words in the Garden of Gethsemane. His name is Yaweh, who later will be born on earth as Jesus Christ. 

Another bright son stands up. He even bears a name of honour, namely “Son of the dawn”, “Bringer of light” or “Lucifer”. He says: “Send me since; if I understand you correctly, the aim of going to earth is to live there in such a way we earn the right to return to Thee and inherit thy Glory. However, you also say some of us won’t succeed the test and will get lost”. Lucifer continues: “When you give me Your Majesty, Glory and Power (without undergoing the test himself!), I will organize an earth where nobody can fall. I simply force everybody to be good. Father explained this is against the basic law of the Universe (the Law of Free Agency), but Lucifer neither listens nor wants to understand (Moses 4: 2-4)! Our Heavenly Father decides: 

              “I will send the first. And the second was angry” (Abr. 3:25-28). “And there was a war in     

               Heaven” (Rev. 11:7-9). 

Under the command of Michael the Archangel, Lucifer (or Satan, the father of all lies, as he is known from that point on) is banned from Heaven. However, since he convinced one third of all our brothers and sisters to accept his plan, they also had to be removed with him! 

Thus Yahweh enters our history as leader of the material organisation of the earth, to become after the fall the God of this earth (Satan is the god of this world!). After His Resurrection He is Jesus Christ the Saviour of all mankind. As organiser/creator He is responsible for the whole creation. Therefore only His sacrifice can redeem the creation from mortality and sin, after “The Fall” takes place! It is expedient to emphasize at this place, that the earth is not created out of nothing (“creatio ex nihilo”, a Common Christian dogma deriving from the Greek philosophy) but is made out of available unorganised matter. That is why we better can think in terms of “organisation” instead of “creation”. The more literal translation of the first verses of Genesis (Martin Buber) clearly shows this organisation is an act of using the power of the priesthood. Example: God commanded ”Light!” Light was…one day (Gen 1:3).  “We follow the story in Genesis until the sixth day. Elohim places the spirit of Michael the Archangel in the body of Adam. Hence he becomes the first soul, the Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:9).


Some definitions:

A body is the mortal part of our being, made out of the materials of this earth.

For out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art. And unto dust shalt thou return (Gen 3:19).

A soul is the combination of spirit and body, a human being as we are now. When we die, body and spirit are again separated. The body is buried in the earth to return to dust. Your immortal spirit, however, goes to the realm determined by your life on earth. This can be either the Paradise, where you will be free from the influence of Satan (hence the name “The rest of the Lord”), or the Spiritual Prison where you still suffer under the buffetings of 

Satan. The lowest part of this Spiritual Prison is called “Hell”!
An often-asked question is: “How did Adam come into existence?” The Bible states in the genealogy of Jesus Christ: 

              “Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which 

              was the Son of God” (Luke 3:38). 

Is Jesus Christ then not the only begotten Son of our Heavenly Father? In the German Unity Translation (1979) the words “the only begotten Son” are changed in the only Son*. This translation is perfect. We know from revelation all of us are (spirit) sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father. Concerning Adam the explanation is in the word “immortal”. Adam and Eve were born immortal. They walked with- and were instructed by God, mortality came only after the fall.  Thus Jesus is indeed the only Son*!

            *The only Son sired by God in the mortal flesh! During their encounter the Holy Ghost overshadowed (protected) Mary (Luc.1: 35), since no man (or woman) can see God and live in the (mortal) flesh (Ex.33: 20).

So, who are then the parents of Adam and Eve? In his “Key to the Science of Theology” Elder (Parley P.) Pratt states: 

“Man, moulded from the earth, as a brick! Woman, manufactured from a rib! O man! When wilt thou cease to be a child in knowledge?”  Because of the sacrificing to the golden calf in the Sinai (Ex.32: 1-20) “the people could not receive His heavenly laws or bide His presence. Thus the holy man (Moses) was forced again to veil the past in mystery and, in the beginning of his history, assign to man an earthly origin”. (p. 30). The prophet Brigham Young states: “Everyone who ever lived on this earth is born like you and me”. Further in the Journal of Discourses “God and his wife came to earth and took in their system enough of the coarse material of this earth that the children they subsequently begat were made out of the “dust (materials) of this earth”(JD 4-218). This indicates placing souls on newly organized planets could be one of the main tasks of our Heavenly Parents.

Adam and Eve are given the choice. They take of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and become mortal. The Lord stated, that in the day they should eat thereof, they would surely die! The Garden of Eden before the fall is governed in the Lord’s time, one day is as a 1000 years on the fallen earth (2 Pet. 3:8). According to the Bible Adam becomes 930 years old. Thus he died in the same day he ate thereof in the terrestrial Garden of Eden. 

Via the exclamation: “I know that my Redeemer liveth and (although I die) yet in my flesh will I see God (Job 19:25); we arrive with giant steps at the resurrection:

The resurrection is when “body and spirit will again be restored” (2Nephi 9:12). Everyone who dies (the good and the bad) will receive a resurrection through the sacrifice of Christ. Then we will be judged according to our faith and works on earth (James 2: 20). We will either go to one of the many mansions Christ has prepared for us (John14: 2) in one of the three Kingdoms or we will be condemned to a second death and go to our eternal damnation in the outer darkness, where there is no form of light whatsoever.

Only “weeping and gnashing of teeth”(Luke 13: 28).

The three Kingdoms are:
The Celestial Kingdom (or the Kingdom of the Sun). It is revealed there again are three levels of Glory. When you earn the glory of the highest level you will obtain not only immortality but also “life eternal”, which is the blessing of offspring. One day in a very distant future (there is no time there!) your children will come to you and inquire about the difference between you and them and so continues the never ending (eternal) story. In this Kingdom God our Father (Elohim) and Jesus Christ will reign.

The Terrestrial Kingdom (or Kingdom of the Moon), where the glory of Jesus Christ will be present.

The Telestial Kingdom (or Kingdom of the Stars), which only will enjoy the light of the

 Holy Ghost. (1Cor.15: 41; D&C.76: 81, 96-99). 
Before 600 B.C. Judaism is a monarchical religion with one Supreme Being: Elohim, His son (YHWH or Adonai) and several lesser Gods. The, from the time of Abraham, related Canaanite religion believes in a God El(ohim), who has a wife Ashera (later Hebrew: Shekhinah) and also a son Bar El, who becomes Baal. When the Israelites arrive back from Egypt in Canaan, their Mosaic Judaism recognises in El’s Son Baal their God YHWH or Yahweh and the two religions intermix. For quite some time the Son of God is honoured under both names (Hos.2: 13). Moreover, everybody honours the wife of God and thus woman as the source of life: 

And Adam called his wife’s name Eve (Heb: “Chawwa” what means Life!), because she was the mother of all living (Gen. 3: 20).

The Yahwhist Revolution 600 – 400 B.C:
In 600 B.C. the Yhawhists emerge, who argue the God of Israel is the most powerful God! They want to bring the people back to Yahweh (actually to the ethical monotheistic YHWH-Elohim of Deut.6: 4). Naturally such a God cannot have something as ordinary as a wife and children. In reality the Yahwhists, besides bringing the people back to God, strive to make the priesthood an all male exclusivity. Therefore they also want to erase the knowledge of God’s wife, in order to destroy the reverence the people feel for Her and for all women, as “givers of life”! The Scriptures are changed (1Nephi13: 34-40) to depict women as dumb, deceivable and sinful beings. Yahweh becomes the sole God of Israel (and of all the earth). This is correct, but for the wrong reasons! Throughout the Old Testament (except in the first three chapters of Genesis) when we read God, Yahweh or Jesus Christ is meant. The history of Jesus Christ, His birth on earth, life, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension can be found in the New Testament of the Bible.

The following questions can be discussed in class or the teacher can ask a student in advance, to give a presentation about one of these questions during this lesson. 

1. What is the Godhead, who are they, where and how do they live and what are their tasks. May be a few thoughts about the Trinity. 

2. Give a summary by whom, how and where the “organisation” of the earth etc. took place. May be a few thoughts how God controls the universe. 

3. Explain the “Plan of Salvation”, its origin, the goal desired. Who thwarted that Plan and what were the consequences? What motive did Satan have to bring the Fall to pass? Why did he seek revenge and how? 

4. What is the Yawist revolution? What could be the role of Elijah and what is the meaning of his name? What could you find about this Yawist movement? Here the student must study books about the early Jewish religion. Look also in the Pearl of Great Price and in the Bible about the statues of the gods Jacob’s wife took (Gen.35: 2-4) from her father’s house.

The next lesson will discuss the organisation of the Apostolic Christian Church.

2. The Organisation of the Apostolic Christian Church:
The Apostolic years (30 – 100 A.D.):

Just as the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ are the fountain (base) of the Christian Religion, so is the work of the Apostles the beginning of the Christian Church. Jesus did not organise a new church. He did not need to, since He was a Jewish Rabbi. He went to the Temple, offered his temple tax and taught in the Synagogues as well as in the Temple. What He really did was to restore the true religion by pointing to the Prophets, saying:

 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come

                to destroy, but to fulfil” (Math.5: 17). 

Therefore, He showed clear contempt for the thousands of extra rules (Talmud) the Pharisees had woven around the Torah in an overzealous human effort to protect the Law of God.

Our Lord renamed the disciple Cephas in Peter telling him:

“That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Math16: 18). 

The Prophet Joseph Smith restored the knowledge it was not so much the man Peter (although important), but especially the revelations given by this mouthpiece of the Lord, that would form the basis of the Church. Please remember it is not the main task of a prophet to give predictions about the future! In line of his calling that might happen, but first and foremost a prophet is the mouthpiece of God. It is only through him the Lord guides His Church on earth: 

“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets” (Amos 3: 7).  

Jesus took the Apostles Peter, James and John with him to Mount Tabor, the Mount of Transfiguration (Math. 17:1-13). By this act and the following events it seems to become clear Peter, James and John are chosen to form the foundation of the new to be organised church.

The Apostolic Christian Church really starts with Pentecost 30 A.D.  On this day 3000 people are baptized (Acts 2). An outpouring of the Holy Ghost takes place. Regardless nationality or language everybody can understand the words of the Apostle Peter and the testimonies of other persons present. In the English church it is called Whit-Sunday, because of the white garments worn by the candidates for baptism.  

The new Church in Jerusalem becomes the mother-church for all Christendom. Under the personal direction of the Apostles of whom Peter is the most prominent, the congregation grows in size as well as in wisdom. A time of happiness and friendship starts. Since most of the new members either are poor or at least not very rich, they live close together and share everything they have in a perfect communion (the Law of Consecration). Typically, the latter is proven by an example to the contrary in the story of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts.5: 1-10).

At that moment the Church of Jerusalem is in fact a Christian sect, embedded in the original Judaism. Since they hope to win all of Israel for Jesus Christ, the members painstakingly adhere to the Mosaic Law, their Temple visits, circumcision and all other Jewish religious rules and habits. However, a few weeks after Pentecost this once timid people start to give boldly their testimony, that Jesus is the Christ, the long expected Messiah, the Son of the living God and the resurrected Saviour! Peter speaks to the people (Acts 3: 12-26) as well as to the Sanhedrin (Acts 5:24-35). This is truly a time of bliss and happiness, but it will not last long!

The Sadducees start the first persecution of the Christians. As we know from the time when Jesus was still on earth, they do not believe in resurrection. Now they are angered by the doctrine of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, which forms the heart of all the preaching’s by the Apostles. They make an alliance with the Pharisees against the new Christian sect and its teachings. Stephen, one of the seven deacons (called to be an Evangelist), boldly condemns the perverse, obstinate spirit of Judaism and prophesies this Mosaic society soon will perish. Stephen is falsely accused of blaspheming (Acts 7). After a remarkable address in his defence, he is stoned by a mob (36 A.D.). This stoning of Stephen is the beginning of the first persecution of Christianity. He is the first martyr of the Church. The Pharisee Paul of Tarsis, who assists at the stoning, sees the courage and the Glory of Christ in Stephens’s dying face and it will help to change him into the Apostle Paul, the great missionary for the Gentiles. Paul, who is underway to Damascus (37 A.D.) to further persecute these wretched Christians, is called by the Master himself (Acts. 9: 1-20). The conversion of Cornelius of Caesarea by Peter follows (40 A.D.) and this is the actual beginning of the mission to the Gentiles (Acts 10).  

Next to Peter stands James the elder, son of Zebedee, brother of John and one of the three favourite Apostles. Peter and James are taken prisoner during the second persecution of King Herod (44 A.D.). James (the elder) is beheaded, but Herod keeps Peter as prisoner to please the Jews at a later point in time. The persecution shatters the members of the Church in Jerusalem to the cities and countries around, thus forming a budding base for the following missionary work (Acts 8: 4). Peter escapes miraculously by the intervention of an angel (Acts 12: 1-10) and goes first to the house of Maria, one of his converts and the mother of John Mark (the later writer of the Gospel of Mark) and departs then to another place (Acts 12: 11-17). 

James, the brother of the Lord (also called Bishop of Jerusalem or James the Just) replaces the beheaded Apostle James (the elder). Although not one of the original Twelve, he has almost the authority of an Apostle, because of his outstanding piety. He becomes the head of the Church in Jerusalem and is as such the leader of the conservatives under the Jewish Christians (later called Ebionites and declared heretic). Nevertheless he mediates in the circumcision conflict between the Jewish orthodox Apostles versus the missionaries for the Gentiles, Paul and Barnabas. He is stoned to death (63 A.D.) at the instigation of Ananus, the high priest of the Sadducees, son of the high priest Annas, who condemned Jesus to His death.

From that moment on Peter the former Judaist with his impulsive character, Paul the extrovert missionary for the Gentiles and John the Beloved, the introvert spiritual writer, are the leading Apostles. 

The persecution, together with the increasing membership of former Gentiles, leads to the point, where the Christians become more independent and progressively sever the ties with the Temple in Jerusalem. Most branches change or discard the typical Jewish teachings (for example circumcision). These things are naturally accelerated by the destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple as centre of Christianity (70 A.D.).

How does such a new branch of the Christian church actually work? The members call themselves disciples or Saints. So we see the Prophet Joseph Smith restores the true name of the church. The next revolutionary thing (compared with the practice of today) is that each branch is completely independent and all male members bear the priesthood. There is no separate or professional clergy, but too soon that will change. With the help of deacons, the branches are lead by presbyters or bishops. Since all male members have the priesthood, these presbyters have no special authority over them. The word obedience is only used in connection with obedience to the Lord and His teachings, but not to human leadership. The Apostle Peter, doubtlessly the most prominent of the new church, nowhere in the Bible claims leadership or that the members have to be obedient to him. The bishops are responsible for the program of the meetings, the prayers and the organisation of the Sacrament. The Prophet also restores this principal independence of the branches. When asked how he will lead the people of Christ’s growing Church, he answers: “We teach them the correct principles and they govern themselves”. This is in total contrast to the monolithic structure of most churches, where the leadership strives for a centralized authority like a High Priest assisted by the Sanhedrin (Jews) or a Pope assisted by the inquisition (Roman Catholics)! 

The first Jewish Christian sect really adheres to the Mosaic Law. They observe the Sabbath, the annual Jewish feasts, the hours of daily prayer, in short the whole Jewish ritual. In addition they teach the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and meet for the holy Supper. At the beginning they meet every Sabbath in the Synagogue. When the persecution starts, the meetings are organised in private homes and the Sunday as day to worship (to commemorate the day of the Resurrection) comes gradually more in use. Because of the increasing persecution, the Christians have no own church buildings.

There are always a lot of visitors and investigators in the meetings Therefore they start with the Preaching of the Gospel (our original Sunday school). Then follows                 the Reading of chosen portions of the Old Testament together with a practical exposition and application. This part is directly taken from the Jewish Synagogue into the Christian worship. Later, when there are more Gospel writings and Letters available, these readings will be taken progressively out of this new Christian material. After the passing away of most of the Apostles this becomes naturally very important and it, together with a lot of literature what later will be declared apocrypha, completely replaces the Jewish oral instruction about the Talmud. Each meeting begins and ends with a prayer. On solemn occasions the members join in fasting and prayer (Acts13: 3; 14:23; 1Cor.7: 5). They pray freely from the heart and no standard formulas are given. There is no trace of a fixed liturgy, lessons or speeches, since that would be inconsistent with the vitality and liberty of the Apostolic Church! The service continues with the Praise, which consists of singing from the Psalms as form of prayer (compare D&C 25: 12). There is also room to read uplifting poems. Next is a Confession of Faith. In that time usually the Apostles’ Creed is used for that purpose.

Finally the Sacraments are administered. The Sacrament of Baptism replaces the circumcision. The Sacrament of the Lords’ Supper (only for the members of the church) gives a new meaning of the Passover. In the very beginning this is a simple brotherly meal (Agape), which begins and ends with a prayer, followed by the brotherly hug and kiss at the side of the head. The latter still used in many countries to greet a friend. Only married couples will kiss each other on the lips! 

Beginning about 100 A.D., the first three parts (the Preaching, the Teaching and the Baptism) are held in the morning when all visitors, investigators and members are present. In the afternoon the Praise, the Confession of Faith and the Agape are only administered for members in good standing. Some 40 years later the Agape is slowly phased out in favour of the more symbolic Lords’ Supper, where the bread and the wine are blessed (the precursor of the later Eucharist). The whole worship is organised by the Presbyter or Bishop. Later (110 A.D.) it is reported, that in branches of the Montanists (an extremely fundamentalist part within the new Christian Church); even women are allowed to do the preaching and teaching!! The Prophet Joseph Smith restores also the latter.

We have now a fair idea how the ancient church is organised. When the Prophet Joseph Smith restores the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints the Lord combines the responsibility of the presbyter (for all things inside the church) with the responsibility of the bishop (for all the material things of the community) under the name “Bishop”! In the first fifty years after the Restoration those bishops have all the local authority. They determine what land a family will get, they control the stewardship of that family over the land what is entrusted to them, collect tithing, oversee the storehouse of the bishop, determine the help to the needy etc. etc. We can clearly see the independence of the branches is fully recognised. The Apostles and other writers of the Letters as well as the Prophet Joseph Smith only give advice to the branches, no binding orders!

Questions for study or class presentation:

1. Why can you say Jesus Christ erected the spiritual church and after His    

      Ascension the Apostles organised the physical church (Compare with   

      Creation/organisation of the earth).

2. On what rock is the restored Church build? Does that also count today? What parable comes to mind? 

3. How many persons with the name James did you find in connection with this part of the history?  Tell about them, who were their mothers and search for the texts in the Bible. (1. J. (the Just), brother of the Lord; 2. J. (the Elder), son of Zebedee; 3. J. (the Apostle), son of Alphaeus; 4. J. (the Little), son of Clopas.

4. Give a presentation about the Law of Consecration/United Order. What was it in Jerusalem, during the Restoration and what replaces it now? 

5. What was the importance for the new church of the Temple in Jerusalem? What are the consequences of its destruction? May be some thoughts what happened after the destruction (Diaspora)?

6. Following the ancient organisation of the church what organisational principles did the Prophet Joseph Smith restore? How can that be of importance to us today? May be some thoughts about obedience.

This ends this lesson; the next one will discuss the Apostle Peter.

3. The Apostle Peter:

A lot of myths are woven around the person of Peter. In the first one Peter is a poor and simple fisherman. However, when we see the foundation of his house in Capernaum, as unearthed by the archaeologists of the Israeli Department of Antiquity, we can conclude Peter was probably a ship owner of a number of fishing boats. Some of his brethren worked for him. He had at least 6 – 8 servants, who lived on his property. Concerning his supposed near illiteracy we only need to read his discourses during Pentecost, to the people and to the Pharisees to see through this. The myth probably aims to prove the Lord makes the mightiest of men out of the simplest of people. The Gospel story of Peter begins in Capernaum, the place where he lives:   

Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum (in Hebrew Capher Nahum which means “City of Nahum”; not Nahum the prophet but another Nahum), which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephtalim (probably the former tribe areas of two of the sons of Jacob); That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying: “The land of Zabulon and the land of Nephtalim, by way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; (“Galilee of the Gentiles” since the majority of the inhabitants along the coast of the Sea of Galilee were Syrians, which spoke Syriac the most important branch of Aramaic. This explains why the mother tong of Jesus was Aramaic and not Hebrew) The people which sat in darkness saw a great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death, light is spring up. (Math.4: 12-16; D&C 24: 14; Isa.9: 1-2).

Then Peter is called as Disciple (Pupil or learner):



And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon later  (John.1: 42) called Peter (The Greek rendering (Petros) of the Aramaic Cephas which means stone), and Andrew his brother, Casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and followed him (Math.4: 18-20).

However, to understand the history, the second calling of Peter by our Lord Jesus Christ is still more important:


And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven (Math.16: 18-19).

Based on the last verses the Roman Catholic Church holds Peter is the first Pope and the undisputed authority, although all of the Twelve later receive the keys of the kingdom (Math.18: 18).  

In 1870 A.D. the Counsel of the Vatican made Pius IX, a said successor of the Apostle Peter, even Vicar of Christ on earth wherefore he no longer needed revelation what so ever since he became infallible in all matters of moral and religion. This Pope is the first one, who reigns longer as 25 years (1846-1878 A.D.). 

So we arrive at the second (Roman Catholic) myth Peter was the first Pope! This claim is based on several traditions not found in the Scriptures:

1.   King Herod arrests Peter in Jerusalem. St. Jerome (400 A.D.) reports: After being freed by the angel, he flees to Rome (Bible: to another place!) to become the first Pope for 25 years, 1 month and 9 days. Therefore later Popes cannot reign for more as 25 years. During the last year of the reign of Emperor Nero (68 A.D.) Peter is crucified head down. This means Peter must have arrived in Rome in 43 A.D. This, however, is untenable since it means Peter should have left Jerusalem for Rome in 42 A.D. while he is freed from Herod‘s prison in 44 A.D.

2. Not understandable is also, how Peter can be the first Pope when we realise Peter was     married (Mat.8: 14) and even took his wife with him on missionary travels (1Cor.9: 5). According to tradition Peter had at least a daughter Petronilla. In view of these facts, how can the Roman Catholic Church justify the celibacy? 

3. At Antioch (Gal.2: 11-14) the younger Apostle Paul rebukes Peter openly because of inconsistency in the question of circumcision. (51 A.D.) How can that be if Peter is the presiding authority he never claimed to be (besides the fact, he is said to be at that moment in Rome reigning as the first Pope)?

4. The first Bishop of Rome about whom we have documentary evidence is Zephirinus (202-218 A.D.). Therefore we must conclude all preceding bishops incl. Peter, given in the various lists of Popes, are myths based on a spurious tradition.

5. While the greatest of Popes from Leo I down to Leo XIII never cease to speak of their authority over all the bishops and all the churches, Peter in his speeches and deeds in Acts never does so (read also 1 Peter 5:1-3).
In connection with the claim of Peter being the first Pope, newly raised questions around the role of Mary Magdalene are -to say the least- interesting. It is sort of common knowledge Mary Magdalene was a whore. This lie is deliberately planted in the church, but has no Scriptural base whatsoever. In the Bible Mary Magdalene is first mentioned in connection with her healing (Luke 8: 2). She probably becomes an ardent disciple of the Lord Jesus, although the Bible does not say a word about it. Suddenly we meet her again as witness of the Crucifixion (Mark.15: 40), at the burial of Jesus (Math.27: 61), at the tomb (Luke 24: 10) and she is the first mortal person to whom Jesus appears after his Resurrection (John 20: 14-18). The suggestion of her being a whore probably serves the purpose to divert the attention and avoid questions why she suddenly is mentioned so prominently during the Crucifixion, death, burial and Resurrection of our Lord. 

The discovery of the Nag Hammady Library in Upper Egypt (Dec. 1945) gives us a whole new insight. This library is part of the so-called Apocrypha (D&C 91).

The Apocrypha is a body of religious, philosophical and historical material (from 700 BC–600A.D.), which did not find a place in the Bible or other religious Standard Works. There are many different sorts of Apocrypha, i.e. Hebrew, Persian, Syrian and Arabic to mention some languages and Canaanite, Persian, Jewish (Old Testament), Christian (Old- and New Testament) and Gnostic ones to give some religions. Many of these books are regarded true and important in the early Christian Church.   Example: The so-called 40 days literature containing teachings of the Lord to the Apostles during his 40 days sojourn on earth after His Resurrection (The Apocryphon of John). Only in the Apocrypha we can find the names of the seven Archangels. At the time of the Nicene Counsel (325 A.D.) about 70 Gospels are available. Only the four, which are in harmony with the dogmas of the Roman Catholic Church at that time, are chosen!  All other gospels and literature are to be destroyed by fire. They are declared “secret” or apocryphal and thus forbidden!  However, especially in the rural areas the majority stays faithful to the old books (heretics or adherents to the ancient texts. Later “heretic” becomes a negative connotation for apostate). Therefore these texts have to be hidden and buried. Today we still find these hidden treasures like the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Nag Hammady Library and the Petra Papers, to mention only a few. These documents give us a much clearer insight in the real development of the early church (30 - 400 A.D.) and also about her ancient history (see “Since Cumorah” from Hugh Nibley).
This so called “Nag Hammadi Library” is essentially a Gnostic collection of Gospels, Apocalypses and Letters, written in Coptic. They became apocryphal and were therefore probably hidden, when Archbishop Athanasius of Alexandria ordered the Apocrypha to be destroyed. These documents are in possession of the Coptic Christian Church. This Coptic Christian Church (said to be founded by the Gospel writer Mark) is, together with the real Apostolic Church, the most ancient Christian church still in existence today. 

The Gospel of Thomas and other related documents are a treasure trove of information about Mary Magdalene. To give again some examples: Mary Magdalene is very close to the Saviour; He kisses her often on the lips and Peter asks the other Apostles:” Why does the Lord love her more than us?” Out of the questions to Mary Magdalene you clearly can see the Apostles acknowledge she knows more than they do. 

Since the available texts indicate a certain jalousie, contemporary scientists in religion, under more, wonder:” Could the Lord really have intended Mary Magdalene to lead the church on earth after his Ascension??” The apocryphal texts seem to point in that direction. 

If true, it is no big surprise the budding male clergy deems it far safer to declare these texts apocryphal and invent the suggestion Mary Magdalene is a whore in order to ensure their position. The leaders of the new Christian Church aim for the same goal as the Yawist revolution (600 B.C.), namely to ban women as inferior from all church callings, especially the priesthood (was Eve not deceived by Satan, did she not eat of the fruit and did she therefore not bring mortality and the inherited sin into the world?). We forget, however, it was her decision (to eat from the fruit!), what made the whole human race after her possible, Eve saying:


…Were it not for our transgression we never should had have seed, and never should have known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and the eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient (Moses 5: 11).

This debasing of women stands also in great contrast with the Prophet Joseph Smith who, very soon after the Restoration, organises the Relief Society, the most ancient (religious) organisation for women in modern times!

Now we come to the most important event in the Church of the Redeemer since his Resurrection and Pentecost. We have already seen the early Christian Church was in reality a Christian sect in Judaism. All the early converts were Jews and Jewish religious customs were painstakingly kept; see for example the later debates concerning circumcision during the Synod of Jerusalem.

Cornelius, a Roman centurion in Caesarea, is a pious man. Although he is a Gentile, he seeks for the true God and is rewarded with a vision. At the same time (40 A.D.) the Apostle Peter, who is in Joppa, gets a dream (Acts 10).

Subsequently Cornelius becomes the first Gentile who repents, gains a testimony and is baptised but not circumcised! As you might remember, during the encounter with the woman from Canaan (Math.15: 22-28) Jesus clearly declares (with a few exceptions such as that one), that his message is only for the Jews! The baptism of Cornelius is the official start of the missionary work under the Gentiles.

It is the great tragedy of the Jews, the sole people who had a Book (the Tanach) and were about 2.000 years prepared for the coming of the Messiah, that when He comes He is despised and rejected (Isaiah 53: 3)!

Simon Magus (the Magician):

Simon is a Samaritan born in the village Gitthon (Eusebius History of the Church, 300 A.D.). Philip goes to Samaria to preach the Gospel. He is very successful and baptises many people under whom Simon Magus (Acts 8: 5-13). When the Apostles in Jerusalem receive word Samaria is won for Christ, they decide to send Peter and John in order that the new members can receive the Holy Ghost by the imposition of hands (Acts 8: 14-17). Simon offers Peter money for the power to lay his hands on somebody’s head to heal that person. Peter rebukes Simon and exhorts him to repent, since he cannot buy a gift from God with money (Acts 8: 18-24). Simon returns to his old sorcery, now mixed with Christian and Jewish elements. Christian apocryphal history (Pseudo-Clementines) tells Peter, warning against this pseudo-apostle, follows him to Caesarea, Tyre, Sidon, Berytus, Antioch and finally to Rome, where Simon commits suicide after a mock resurrection before the emperor Nero! Until far into the third century his followers, under the name Simonians, are found in the whole Church! Then the movement is declared heretic. This was such a burden for the Church, that we still use the word “simony” for profane traffic in church callings (to buy a calling in the church for money)!

The very first Counsel of the Church:

In 50 A.D. this counsel is organised in Jerusalem. Eusebius reports Peter and the other Apostles did not vie for the leadership. They ask James the Just, the bishop of Jerusalem, to preside the Synod. The main points of business are:

1. To settle the personal relation between the Jewish- and the Apostles for

       the Gentiles and to divide their fields of labour.

               2.   To decide the question of circumcision and to define the relations between 

                     Jewish- and Gentile Christians.
Paul and Barnabas represent the Gentiles, while Peter and the Synods’ president James represent the orthodox Jewish members. Discussing the question, if every male member needs to be circumcised as the Law of Moses stipulates, Peter presents a remarkable liberal standpoint based on his experience with the conversion of Cornelius. He is followed by Paul, who eloquently tells about his experience with the conversion of the Gentiles (Acts 15: 5-12). Although President James is orthodox, under his loving leadership a compromise is worked out and confirmed in a letter (Acts 15: 23-29). It will not any longer be required to circumcise gentile male converts. All converts must, however, keep other Jewish laws such as not to eat from meat sacrificed to idols, not to eat blood and meat from strangled animals. Further they must abstain from fornication. Under the guidance of James, Peter and Paul give each other the right hand of fellowship. However, human efforts always end in a compromise, while only a prophet can say: “And so speaks the Lord”!!
Questions for study and class presentation:

1. Give an impression about the myths about the person Peter.

2. Give a presentation about the Apocrypha and Pseudopigrapha,

3. Give your own thoughts about the role of Mary Magdalene and the role of women in general in- and outside the Church.

4. What are the consequences of the fact, that after Matthias no new Apostles were called to replace the ones who passed away?

5. Give a presentation about the controversy between the Jewish Christian orthodoxy and the newly converted Christian Gentiles.

This concludes the Apostle Peter next lesson will be about the Apostle Paul.

4. The Apostle Paul:

From Pharisee to Apostle:

Paul enters our history as a serious young Pharisee (Acts 7: 58). He is of strictly Jewish parentage (Phil.3: 5) and some ten years younger as Jesus Christ. Paul (little) is the Latin name of the Hebrew Saul (desired). He is born (ca. 12 A.D.) in the Greek city of Tarsus in the province Cilitia and inherits the Roman citizenship. Probably as a boy he learns at least some Greek. However, he receives his formal education in Jerusalem as disciple of the famous Gamaliel (surnamed “the Glory of the Law”) who is a grandson of Hillel, one of the most famous Rabbi/teachers ever! 

Paul, of the tribe of Benjamin, is thoroughly trained in the “halacha” and the “haggada” (the system of the Law and its exegesis). He is probably married given the fact he is a Pharisee. Later, when he is called as member of the Sanhedrin, he must have had offspring, since that is a requirement for each member of this body. May be his wife and child (ren) completely forsook him after his conversion. Such great a tragedy could explain his feelings concerning marriage of one who is called to the ministry (1 Cor.7: 7-8). He also speaks Latin and can travel throughout the empire under the watchword: “Civis Romanus sum” (I am a Roman)!

Returning home after his studies (34 A.D.) Paul begins his work as a young Rabbi. Since he is known to believe firmly Christianity is a menace for Judaism, which must be destroyed, Paul is recalled to Jerusalem (36 A.D.). As member of the Sanhedrin he persecutes the Christians (Acts 8: 1-3). Still this is not enough. Paul asks permission to persecute them also in Damascus (Acts 9: 1-2). On the way to Damascus (37 A.D.) Paul gets a vision of the risen Christ, asking: “Saul, Saul. Why persecutest thou me?” Paul immediately realises his monumental error: “Who art thou, Lord?” (Acts 9: 3-9). Paul instantly changes from an ardent Pharisee into a just as ardent disciple of Jesus Christ. He finds himself blind. The Lord sends Ananias to heal Paul and tells him he is a chosen vessel, to bear my name before the Gentiles (Acts 9: 15). He is instructed and baptized in Damascus (Acts 9: 9-19). 

He goes to Arabia. (Gal.1: 16-17). After 3 years of solitary pondering over the consequences of his conversion, Paul returns to Damascus and starts to preach his newly found master Jesus Christ. The orthodox Jews are furious and he has to flee the city to Jerusalem (40 A.D.). After an initial period of suspicion, Barnabas brings him to the Apostles (Acts 9: 20-30). He is further instructed and starts to preach boldly in Jerusalem. Because of that Paul again comes in mortal danger (Acts 22: 17-21). Therefore his new brethren send him to Tarsus, his hometown. 

It must have been a sad homecoming at the house of his orthodox parents, but he immediately begins to preach in Tarsus and in the regions of Cilitia and Syria    (Gal.1: 21-24). Paul is very successful.  When the brethren in Jerusalem hear about the apparent flood of Gentiles, they start to feel uneasy and send Barnabas to make a report (42 A.D.). Since the church in Antioch (Syria) also needs assistance Barnabas, after finding him, asks Paul to accompany him to Antioch. This is in importance the third city of the Roman Empire and Paul is very happy to join Barnabas on this mission. Antioch has a reputation as a city of learning and culture (the Greek speaking Jews are called “Grecians”). It is also infamous for its licentiousness. It is in this city that the followers of Christ for the first time are called “Christians”! Again the missionary work is blessed with great success. 

To assist during a severe famine (Acts 11: 27-30) Barnabas and Paul travel to Jerusalem (44 A.D.). They meet with John Mark, a cousin of Barnabas and the future writer of the Gospel of Mark. Peter himself probably baptised John Mark in Jerusalem, since he calls him “son” (1 Peter 5: 13). Because of Herod’s ongoing persecution, Barnabas, Paul and Mark are forced to go back to Antioch. After a revelation (Acts 13: 2) they go on a mission (45 A.D). Although Paul spoke of himself and Barnabas as Apostles (Acts 14: 4, 14) they never were an official part of the Twelve. They are the Apostles for the Gentiles!
Paul the missionary:

With the start of his missionary work let us first take a look what sort of religious systems are already present at the time when Christianity began:

1. Monotheism: To believe in ONE omnipotent and (usually) immaterial God. Everything emanates from Him and is consequently subjected to His will (i.e. Judaism and later Islam). Judaism sees Satan as a helper of Yahweh. He uncovers the weaknesses of man by trying to deceive him (see Job). In the end, however, Satan is just a created servant as everybody else. Depending on obedience to the Law, God will decide our fate. Since nobody can keep the law in total perfection, Christianity has moreover a Saviour (Jesus Christ) and Islam a system of merits and demerits.

2. Dualism: Is the struggle of the “Sons of Light” lead by God (on earth either by a prophet or a high priest), which with or without the help of a Messiah, finally overcome the “sons of Darkness” lead by the adversary (on earth either by apostate leaders or by means of priest craft). This is the view of the Essenes (see Dead Sea Scrolls)!

3. Polytheism: To believe in more than one God (i.e. Judaism before the Yahwist revolution). Common Christianity vacillates between all three. They believe in the omnipotent God but also accept Christ as God and Saviour, who atones for their sin by finally overcoming Satan and his “sons of darkness”, while the Holy Ghost is somewhat unclear. To call themselves monotheists they invent the Trinity, just as the Jews invented the monotheistic duality “JHWH-Elohim” as Yahweh. Since we know more and teach the restored truth (first Vision!), we are often scolded as polytheists.

4. Paganism: Is the belief in natural gods (like animals, i.e. the crocodile in old Egypt), trees or inanimate gods like statues or idols. Natural phenomena like thunder, the sun or the moon are also used.

N.B. A person under point 4 is called a pagan or a heathen. Everybody of one of the groups (1-3) calls someone belonging to another group a Gentile.
The first missionary travel:

Barnabas (the senior), Paul (note the ranking) and Mark depart from Antioch. Since Barnabas is born on Cyprus they choose this island as their first stop. After a successful trip of several month’ over the island they arrive at Paphos, the Roman capital. The Roman proconsul Sergius Paulus is converted to Christianity           (Acts 13: 6-12). From now on Luke uses the ranking “Paul and Barnabas”. 

They continue by ship to Attalia (Antalya-Turkey) and further to Perga. Mark, probably homesick and may be a little spoiled by his mother, decides to go home. Paul is extremely disappointed about what he feels as Mark’s desertion. 

Paul contracts here probably the malaria, which will give him problems during the rest of his life (2 Cor.12: 7). Paul and Barnabas go to Antioch (Macedonia). As usual, they start their mission work in the local Synagogue. The “way-farer” and healer Luke, a Greek, treats Paul’s illness. Subsequently Paul converts and baptises Luke (the future writer of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles). 

When the Jews are slow to accept their message, they turn to the Gentiles and have great success (Acts 13: 46-47). This pattern will repeat itself in all the cities on this trip. Luke decides to travel with them to Iconium (Konya-Turkey) and further to Lystra and Derbe. Their success with the Gentiles is phenomenal! 

The orthodox Jews organise mobs to argue against Paul. In Lystra they even try to stone him, leaving him for dead (Acts 14: 19-20). Paul survives but because of this ordeal they decide to leave for Derbe. It would be much shorter to return over land via Tarsus to Antioch. Nevertheless they decide to take the same route they came also back, to strengthen the new branches. Finally in Attalia they go by ship back to Antioch (Syria) where they probably arrive in the fall of 48 A.D. and report (Acts 14: 27).

They preach in Antioch for some years. However, also here the Jewish orthodoxy becomes more and more agitated with Paul’s success with the Gentiles. After some orthodox men from Jerusalem have arrived the situation around the adherence to the Mosaic Law, especially circumcision, becomes so difficult it is decided to bring it before the Apostles (Acts 15: 1-2). This leads to the very first Counsel (of Jerusalem) and a triumph for Paul (see lesson 3). They return to Antioch. Little wonder one year later (51 A.D.) Paul harshly accuses the Apostle Peter of inconsistency (Gal.2: 11-14) when he, during a visit, is hesitant to share a meal with uncircumcised brethren at the behest of some orthodox zealots. After this incident Paul again feels a strong urge to go on a second missionary trip, not in the least to see how his converts of the first hour are doing.

He begins to plan with Barnabas, but the latter insists to take his nephew Mark also with them. Paul, still disappointed over the earlier desertion, absolutely disagrees        (Acts 15: 38). This finally leads to the point where Barnabas and Mark depart alone for Cyprus. Paul and Barnabas will never see each other again. However, Paul shows he is to great a man to stay angry. He later favourably refers to Barnabas and Mark (1 Cor.9: 6; Col.4: 10 and 2 Tim. 4: 11).

 Paul must find a new companion and asks Silas to join him. Silas, who originally came down from Jerusalem to bring the local brethren in Antioch the letter of James with the decisions of the Jerusalem Counsel (Acts 15: 30), is well known. He is even called a prophet (Acts 15: 32) and has also Roman citizenship (Acts 16: 37). Therefore he is an ideal partner for this new trip.

The second missionary travel:

Preaching and teaching they go (51 A.D.) from Antioch, through Paul’s former mission areas Syria and Cilicia (Acts15: 41), now over land to Tarsus and further to Derbe (Acts16: 1), Lystra, Iconium and Antioch (Macedonia). In Lystra a happy reunion with Eunice, the Jewish widow, her mother Lois and her son Timothy takes place. Timothy, his late father a Greek, is a convert from the first trip. Paul believes he is just the helper they need to replace Mark. Timothy is eager to join them and Paul circumcises him so the orthodox Jews, they will meet on the rest of the trip, will not unnecessarily be angered (Acts16: 3). He becomes one of Paul’s most favourite companions. When the little party moves on, the missionary labour is crowned with success (Acts16: 5). Having arrived in Antioch Luke joins the party. 

From Antioch they first go north to make a detour through Galatia to Pessinus, Ancyra, Javium. Then back via Ancyra, Pessinus further westward to Troas. Since Luke probably is much more interested in the mission to Greece, he does not report much about the trip through Galatia (Acts16: 6-8). This is a good moment for a few remarks about the missionary labour:


Missionary labour is very difficult since only the Jewish Scriptures (essentially our Old Testament) are available. The Gospels are not yet written. The Gospel of Mark is (acc. to Koppe, 1782; Lachmann, 1835 and Weiss, 1856 to mention some) the oldest but historically surely not the most complete one. Written in Rome (65 A.D.) to keep the local church alive after the massacre of Nero, it is based on memories of the discourses of the Apostle Peter, his adopted father. Later Mark founds the Church in Alexandria (Egypt) and until today the Patriarch of the Coptic Christian Church claims to be a successor of Mark. Later the mortal remains of Mark are brought from Alexandria to Venice. There they build the San Marco Cathedral. The first time we hear from his Gospel is about 130 A.D. from Papias in Hierapolis (Turkey). Moreover, the concept of the Epistles still has to be invented as missionary tool and also the Book of Revelation is not yet written. The invention of the epistles is a masterstroke of the Apostle Paul. Later also some other Apostles and missionaries use this idea. It serves a double purpose. Apart from emanating a feeling of love for the recipient(s), first the writer can discuss questions, which are brought to his attention and secondly they can be used as reference. Since Paul, but also the other writers, address many basic points about the new religion some of these points later become more or less twisted dogmas (these are non-disputable truth’). However, still there is not yet a New Testament! Missionaries can only refer to the promises in the Old Testament, augmented by their personal testimony. It is therefore logical, that in the beginning only the Apostles, who are the actual eyewitnesses, can fulfil missions (Matt. 28: 19-20)! 

In Troas Paul gets a dream in which he is called to go to Macedonia (Acts16: 9). Probably before that moment early Jewish converts had gone to Rome and Greece. However, this (early 52 A.D.) is by all means the official date, that the Gospel is brought to Europe.

Once in Greece they travel via Philippi, Thessalonica, Beroea to Athens and Corinth. Now follows a condensed story what transpired in these cities:

Philippi: Here is no Synagogue and therefore Paul goes to the “place of prayer”, outside the city. There he meets with Lydia (Acts 16: 4). She and her household will be converted (Acts 16: 5). Her house becomes probably the mission headquarters.    Paul casts out an evil spirit. Orthodox Jews start a contention, which brings Paul and Silas in prison (Acts 16: 18-24). The Lord opens the prison, but they choose to stay. Finally the city authorities lead them out of the city (Acts 16: 25-39).

Questions for study or class presentation:

1. Give a presentation about Paul’s early life and study. Who was this 

Gamaliel and what is his importance for the Christian Church? 

2. Give a presentation about Paul as a Pharisee and compare this with the Paul after his conversion and give your impression about his vision.

3. Give a more detailed presentation about his first missionary travel and give a general opinion about the importance of the missionary letters.

4. Give a missionary presentation of the Gospel as you think Paul would have done.

We will continue with the travels of Paul in the next lesson.
5. Paul (2):

We continue with the second missionary travel:

Thessalonica: Reunited with Luke and Timothy they go to Thessalonica. Luke probably stays behind in Philippi. After arrival they go to the local Synagogue and are rewarded with great success (Acts 17: 3-4; 1 Thess.1: 6-8). After the usual interference by the orthodox (Acts 17: 5-10) they leave the city.

Boroea: This is an oasis for the missionaries without the usual opposition from the orthodoxy (Acts 17: 11-12). This does not last. The orthodox Jews in Thessalonica, hearing about the success, rapidly send people to attack especially Paul. He is forced to flee to Athens but Silas and Timothy stay in Boroea (Acts 17: 13-15).

Athens: After arrival in Athens, Paul asks Silas and Timothy to speedily join him (Acts 17: 15). When Paul arrives in Athens, he passes a temple of the Unknown God and decides to use that as teaching point:


Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. God that made the world and all the things therein…dwelleth not in temples made with hands…It is he that giveth life and breath unto all…And he made of one blood all the nations of men… that they should seek God, if haply they might feel after him, though he not be far from us; for in him we live and move and have our being, as also certain of your poets have said.  (Paul quotes from Cleantes’ Hymn to Zeus and Aratus’ Phainomena). …Forasmuch, then, as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by the art and man’s device...(Acts17: 23-31).
Meanwhile Paul studies the mentality of the people at this centre of philosophy and becomes quite sceptic. Therefore, after their arrival, Timothy is send back to Thessalonica, while Silas goes to Philippi. All seems to have been in vain were it not for some real interested persons (Acts 17: 32-34). Paul leaves for Corinth.

Corinth: Here Paul is far more successful as in Athens, where the arrogant philosophers proved totally ignorant in spiritual matters (Luke 18: 25). After some time Silas from Philippi (2 Cor. 11: 9) and Timothy from Thessalonica join up with Paul. Timothy reports there are contentions wherefore Paul decides to write the first missionary letter to the Thessalonians (Epistles, as they are called later). You see here, that the Epistles in the Bible are time wise not in the correct following order.     

Paul has now been for quite some time in Corinth and he decides to go home (summer 53 A.D.) by ship. Silas and Timothy, although not mentioned, probably accompany him. They make a short stop in Ephesus Acts 18: 19-21) and continue for Caesarea. They arrive in Jerusalem and give report of their work. Then they finally return via Caesarea and the coastal road to Antioch (end 53 A.D.). It must have been a glorious homecoming!

After a good rest under friends Paul’s blood is stirring again. He begins to plan the next missionary trip (spring 54 A.D.). It will be his last and by far the longest. He intends to visit one more time all the branches he started, to encourage “his little ones”. May be Timothy accompanies him, we don’t know. We only know he starts along the same route as the second journey (Acts 18: 23).

Paul’s third missionary trip:
They go from Antioch (Syria) to Tarsus, Derbe, Lystra, Iconum to Antioch (Turkey), then northeast into Galatia to Pessinus, Ancytra and further east to Tavium. They return via Ancytra, Pessinus but continue then west to Thyatira and south via Sardis to Ephesus, where Paul stays for about two years.


Paul is very successful and does such extraordinary miracles, that many seek to heal their sick by putting them in bedclothes Paul has used (Acts 19: 10-12). Here he also meets the pagan idol Diana, the statue of which (a beautiful woman with a child on her arm) will later be used as one of the models for the future Mariology, this is honouring and praying to Holy Mary, the mother of Christ.  

When the statue-makers start uproar against Paul, for they see their business going down because of Paul’s preaching (Acts 19: 24-41), he decides to leave the city. They take a ship via Troas to Philippi. They go over land to Amphipolis, Thessalonica, Adyrrhachium (at the Adriatic sea north of Corfu) and continue (back) to Beroea, where he spends some happy month’.

There he receives a report, that dissention and immorality are disordering the Corinth branch. He reprimands them in several letters and decides then to go there himself to face the detractors. They accuse him of making money with his preaching, doubt his visions and…(naturally) demand all Christians should obey the Mosaic Law and be circumcised. The orthodox Jews are jealous at the success of Paul with the Gentiles and the  “church of the circumcision”, as Paul mockingly calls them, tries again to cause problems. He answers his unruly audience they have seen for themselves he earned his living with the work of his own hands (tent making). As to any profit he reminds his listeners he received eight floggings, one stoning attempt, three times he experienced shipwreck plus the numerous dangers from robbers etc. During all this turmoil he moreover receives report “Jews of the circumcision” are trying to destroy his work in Galatia by insisting all new male members should be circumcised. Paul writes a wrathful Epistle, in which he completely breaks with these Judaizing Christians by declaring: 

“Man cannot be saved by the adherence to the Mosaic Law, but only by active faith in Christ as the redeeming Son of God” (Gal 3: 11-14).

Paul then travels back via Beroea, Thessalonica, and Amphipolis to Philippi. There they take a ship to Samothrace, Troas, Mitilene, Samos, Cos and Rhodes to Patara. There they leave the Turkish coast to Tyre (Libanon), Caesarea to end finally just before the feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem (58 A.D.). This is approx. 7.000 Km.

When Paul arrives in Jerusalem he knows very well he has come to the centre of Orthodox Judaism, so to say the headquarters of what Paul calls “The church of the circumcision”. His friends warmly welcome him but they warn:

Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs. What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come. Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law (Acts 21: 20-24).

Paul decides to follow the counsel and goes with the four men to the temple. After the five days of purification rites for him and his four companions nearly have ended, some visitors from Asia discover Paul and start a riot with the words:

“Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed Paul had brought into the temple) Acts 21: 28-29.

Paul is forcefully thrown out of the temple and the angry mob tries to kill him. Luckily a Roman centurion hears the uproar and saves his life. He takes him to the castle. Paul requests the opportunity to speak to the people (Acts 21: 30-40). Although wounded, from the stairs of the castle he commemorates the story of his life and conversion, but the people don’t accept his words and continue their uproar. The chief captain decides to take him in protective custody for the night. He plans a scourging to beat out of Paul himself the real reason for the uproar. Paul, however, reminds him he is a Roman citizen. The next morning he orders members of the Sanhedrin to the castle to hear from them, what they have against Paul. They are divided into Pharisees and Sadducees and start such a quarrel, that the chief captain adjourns the meeting and keeps Paul in the castle. He receives a warning some forty Jews have sworn an oath to kill Paul when he -as is intended- will be brought the next day before the full Sanhedrin. Instead Lysias decides to send Paul that night to Governor Felix in Caesarea with a letter of explanation (Acts 22 & 23).

Paul’s last voyage:

The Governor decides to hear him, when his accusers also have arrived from Jerusalem. They come but, despite all their flattering, Felix cannot get a clear picture about the case and decides to wait until Lysias, the chief captain of Jerusalem can be heard. Until then Paul is kept in relative liberty, where he can receive his friends and freely write letters. Although Paul has a sort of house arrest Felix calls him regularly for discussions. Felix also hopes he can extort money from Paul to let him go, but that does not happen. Felix is replaced by Porcius Festus as the new Governor (Acts 24). 

Governor Festus hopes to please the Jews by proposing Paul should accompany him to Jerusalem to be heard there. Paul, correctly fearing for his life, appeals upon his right as a Roman citizen to be heard by the Emperor and Festus cannot do much more as agree (Acts 25: 1-12). While he waits for transport to Rome, King Agrippa and his daughter Bernice come to salute Festus. Since King Agrippa stands closer to the Jews, Festus asks him if he will hear the case of Paul. Agrippa agrees and Paul gives an eloquent discourse to defend his case (Acts 26). Agrippa concludes:


“This man doeth nothing worthy of dead or of bonds. This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar”(Acts 26: 31-32).
After a perilous voyage including a shipwreck on Malta, Paul finally arrives in Rome (spring 61 A.D.). Because of his behaviour during the voyage to Rome (he does not try to escape when he can and admonishes the other prisoners to do likewise) he is fairly treated. While waiting until his accusers arrive from Judea and the Emperor is prepared to hear his case, he is relatively free. He can live in a house he rents himself, receive friends and write letters. Only, since he is under house arrest, a soldier guards his door (Acts 28: 30).

Rome is a city with about 1,5 million inhabitants with 30.000 mostly orthodox Jews. Christianity is already known and Paul’s arrival gives an enormous boost to the work. Also his beloved pupils Luke and Timothy join him, together with many others (Col. 4:7-14). Even Peter himself comes, probably together with Mark. That the mission is successful can be measured by the “vast multitude” of Christians (acc. to Tacitus) martyred by Nero in July 64 A.D.

During this first period of captivity Paul writes under more the Epistles to the Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians and Philemon. Here ends the story of the Acts of the Apostles. What follows is based on logic and some remarks of writers who, except Clement of Rome in ca. 90 A.D, mostly lived several hundred years later. It must therefore be seen as a probable tradition!

In the spring of 64 A.D. the Jewish historian and collaborator Josephus, also after a shipwreck, arrives in Rome. He negotiates the release of several Jews send as prisoners by Governor Festus to Rome. It is supposed Paul also falls under this amnesty and departs from Rome, first to the East (Phil 1: 25; 2:24) and later to Spain. However, from his visit to Spain we have no proof, except he mentions in his letter to the Romans (15: 24&28) he plans to bring the Gospel also to that country. So Paul escapes Nero’s massacre of the Christians in July 64 A.D. 

Probably on his return trip from Spain he stops in Rome (67 A.D.) and is arrested again. This might very well be on instigation of the Jewish Christians (the party of the circumcision) who accuses him he teaches there is a greater King (Jesus Christ) as the Emperor. With the maniacal Emperor Nero this accusation is sure of success.

Paul is condemned to death. Since he is a Roman citizen, he will be beheaded instead of crucified like the Apostle Peter. Within hundred years Paul is forgotten and Peter is seen as the founder of the Catholic Church. The man who detached Christianity from Judaism still was a Jew in character and morality. Therefore the colourful Roman Catholicism, adapting paganism during the Middle Ages, sees no kindred spirit in him. Fifteen centuries go by, before Luther makes Paul the Apostle of the Reformation. Protestantism is the triumph of Paul over Peter; Fundamentalism is the triumph of Paul over Christ (Durant W, 3 page 592).  We can only be utterly grateful for the precious truth, brought on earth by our Lord Jesus Christ and restored in these latter days by the Prophet Joseph Smith!

Questions for study and class presentation:

1. Study and give, when asked, a presentation about the aspects of immorality, which Paul addresses in his Epistles to the Corinthians.

2. Give a presentation about how Paul defends himself before King Agrippa (Acts 26).

3. Give a presentation about Paul’s voyage from Caesarea to Rome and explain the reasons why Paul is comparatively well treated there.

4. Give a presentation over the historian and collaborator Josephus.

5. Give a presentation about the life of the early Christians in Rome under an increasing persecution. (Catacombs!).

We will continue with the last lesson about Paul as doctrinarian.

6. Paul (3):

The doctrinarian:

Scriptures neither does tell us about the further instructions the Lord gave on the road to Damascus, nor do we have specific knowledge about revelations concerning the task He expects Paul to fulfil. However, already from the beginning Paul is more attracted to the Gentiles, while the other Apostles mainly concentrate to convert the Jews. Under the licentious Gentiles (Greeks) of Tarsis (40 A.D.) and later under the Syrians in Antioch (42 A.D.) there are quite some people, who feel attracted to the more strict Jewish way of life: a life of adherence to a law (Moses), which teaches industry, honesty and pure sexual behaviour. He also notices, since the Law requires circumcision men, opposite to women, don’t convert but become “way-farers”. It is painfully clear, if he wants them to accept the “Good News”, the Law of Moses needs to be adapted. Since Paul is a faithful Jew and former Pharisee, this shocking idea can only be based on revelations personally granted to him.

Paul, however, is NOT the first one to baptise a Gentile without circumcision! That is the Apostle Peter (40 A.D.) with Cornelius, a Roman centurion (Acts 10). Please remember Christianity is still embedded in Judaism! Paul joyfully follows the example of the leading Apostle. The ensuing fundamentalism, following the compromise concerning circumcision during the Counsel of Jerusalem (50 A.D.), will cause a lot of contention. At the end of 200 A.D. the Ebionite’s, the last fanatically Judaist part of the Catholic (General) Christian Church, are declared heretic! This concludes the separation between Judaism and Christianity.

In this connection we come back to that infamous meal (Gal. 2: 11-14). Without reservation the Apostle Peter intends to share a meal with his uncircumcised brethren. Some orthodox men from Jerusalem warn him, he cannot do that and Peter complies. Paul immediately “goes at the barricades” harshly accusing Peter of inconsistency. Paul must fight this, since it threatens his entire missionary work under the Gentiles.

However, the question remains: “Was the demand of the Jerusalem brethren against the instructions of the Counsel of Jerusalem?” According to the orthodox view, there is a vast difference between admitting an uncircumcised Gentile as member unto the church and breaking the Law of Moses, which stipulates a Jew should not eat with uncircumcised people, regardless if they are “de jure” brethren. It is a typical Jewish hair-splitting argument, which surely is against the spirit of that Counsel. This, however, is the consequence of a human compromise. It is a clear demonstration the Church of Jesus Christ cannot exist without a prophet. History will prove, exactly this lack of prophecy will bring to pass the Great Apostasy and, as consequence, the Dark Middle Ages. We cannot progress without the true knowledge of a loving God, His Son Jesus Christ and guidance of the Holy Ghost!

Another consequence is fundamentalism: For example, the Roman Catholic doctrine you can only be saved as member of that Church. Thus, this church claims a fundamental exclusivity over the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. The same fundamental exclusivity is practiced in the orthodox Jewish religion by means of the Law of Circumcision etc. Don’t think for a moment, the Christian churches after the Reformation are free from fundamentalism, rather the opposite! 

Why otherwise are there 800 Christian churches and some 2000 sects each claiming that same exclusivity:


Did the snake speak or did it not, had it legs before the Fall or not, or was there (as we know) no snake at all. Thus, only for the sake of a snake, we have already five fundamental different (?) Christian churches! And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. That they all may be ONE; as thou, Father, art ONE in me, and I in thee, that they also may be ONE in us…(John 17: 3&21).

May this soon be a fact, however, I fear we must wait until the Millennium, when:

            …Every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God (Rom14: 11).

After the Reformation two religions emerge, Roman Catholicism with the Judaic background of Peter and the, essentially Hellenistic, Protestant Christianity of Paul. He was the only Apostle, who received an excellent rabbinical education and was perfectly skilled in logical and dialectical argument. As a learned Pharisee with his vast knowledge of Judaism, mysticism and mixed with the burning fire of his testimony of the risen Christ; he sets out to give the world a logical and acceptable concept for universal salvation. Often you hear something as: “Paul’s doctrine as a whole and in all its parts, is the logical deduction and development of the teachings of the Master” (Pressensé in Apost. Era, p.255). This is more wishful thinking than fact, since at that time the Gospels were not yet written. Paul could only rely on personal revelation and may be some unorganised notes and stories of the Apostles, who accompanied Jesus during his lifetime.

            The Old Testament only contains an indication of salvation for the seed of Abraham. All the rest is effectively the work of Paul. That Paul undertook this work had two reasons: First he was, as former Pharisee, the only thoroughly trained doctrinarian. Secondly he felt the necessity to make the Christian Church universal, more palatable for non-Jews. To that end he leaned towards- and may be even borrowed certain ideas from the mystic religions around him, thereby breaking away from Judaism, but at the same time Hellenising the budding Christian Church:

Behold, I show you a mystery. We shall not all sleep (die), but we shall all be changed        (I Cor.15: 51).
The Epistles to the Romans, the Corinthians and the Galatians contain the complete framework for the new universal Christian Church. We continue with some of the most important doctrines of, what could justified be called, the Pauline Church:

First of all Paul establishes the proper place and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ:


For by him were all things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible… (Col.1: 16).

Then he proves the redeeming power of Christ is for all, Jew or Gentile:


…The Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth: to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (Gentiles) Rom.1: 16-17.

Next he explains everybody bears the consequence of the fall of Adam, namely death, which follows because all men sin! It is a false doctrine each human is born with the (inherited) sin of Adam (see second Art. of Faith).

Wherefore, as by the first man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin, death (not sin!) passed upon all men, for all (except Christ, wherefore he could resurrect) will sin (Rom. 5: 12).

Remember, Abraham received only an indication towards salvation. Now Paul gives his new complete explanation including the necessity and purpose of the law. He proclaims a universal “miracle of forgiveness” by baptism. In this way everybody can, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, become heir of all the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, because he is recognised as the seed of Abraham!

             Now to Abraham and his seed promises (of salvation) were made. And this I say, that this covenant was confirmed of God in Christ. The law, which was given four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul these promises. What then is the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions. The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we may be justified by faith. For you are all God’s children and can be saved by faith in Jesus Christ. For as many of you as have been baptised into Christ, have put on the name of Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek (or Gentile), there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise. (Gal.3: 16-29).

Paul continues to emphasize only Jesus Christ can save us from sin and death, since through His sacrifice we can regain our place as son or daughter, yea as heir of God.


Therefore there is no condemnation to them, which are in Jesus Christ and who walk not after the manner of the flesh, but in the manner of the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ frees us from the law of sin and death! For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sends his own Son in the sinful flesh that through His sacrifice the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. If the Spirit that rose up Jesus from death dwells in you, that Spirit will also quicken your (former) mortal body (at the resurrection). For whosoever is led by the Spirit of Christ, will become a son or daughter of God (Rom.8: 1-3; 11 and 14).

He then concludes with the grandiose summery:


For as in Adam all men die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive (I Cor.15: 22).

We now give a short description of some other cults of Paul’s time. As you will see, there are quite big similarities with the new Christianity of Paul: 

Since early times children are sacrificed to appease the Gods. In the Judaism of Christ’s time, this has developed into a sacrificial lamb. Every year on Yom Kippur the high priest, to redeem the people, symbolically heaps all their sins on the head of a heifer, which subsequently is chased into the desert. Dionysus is the redeeming God of Paul’s Greek Gentiles (Guignebert, Christianity, 88). Therefore the idea of a sacrifice to redeem man is well known and accepted. 
A cuneiform tablet (1400 B.C.) tells us about Mithra, the sun god of another very old Indo/Persian cult, who will come also to redeem man from evil. After many transitions, with the one of Zarathoestra (650 B.C.) as the most prominent, this mystic cult becomes important, when Emperor Commodus (180 A.D.) takes the position of High Priest, signified by the halo (symbol of the sun) behind his head. This halo becomes the symbol for all following Roman emperors. Today it is still in    use as symbol for the Saints in the Roman- and Eastern Orthodox Churches. As high priest of the Mithra cult, Emperor Constantine the Great first merges Mithraism (Sol Invictus) with the Baäl cult (see lesson 1, the Yawhist revolution). Later this (Christian?) Emperor (baptised one week before his death) successfully merges Mithraism with the new Christian religion (transmogrification). All share the idea of a God, who will come to redeem his followers from oppression or sin. 

Around 200 A.D. the Mithraic SUN-day becomes, instead of the Sabbath, the official Christian day of rest. Because of an astrological miscalculation of the shortest day, Christ’s date of birth is set on Dec. 25. Although Jerome believes his birthday is on April 17, while the Eastern Orthodox Churches chose Jan. 6; around 400 A.D., everybody accepts Dec. 25! The mitre, used by Roman bishops, cardinals and even by the Pope himself, is named after Mithra who wore a like headdress! Mythra also dies and is raised from death on the third day. The Mithra worship has a sacrament with consecrated bread and wine. In 1600 A.D. the “conquistadors” (Spanish soldiers) are more than surprised, to find the same consecrated bread and wine rite in the cults of Mexico and Peru. Around 330 A.D. the similarities between the two religions become so big, that one has “to give in”. Under the influence of Constantine, Christianity wins. One, however, could say: “It is only by a tiny margin we worship God and His only Son Jesus Christ, instead of praying to Mithra”!

This is not to make you doubt, but to give you a feeling of the intense struggle of Christianity in its infant years. As we will see, this struggle is far from over and will continue until the Restoration and (pity enough) even after that. We can only thank God the truth is finally revealed by the Prophet Joseph Smith and we that have a living prophet today, who guides us “to keep the iron rod”!

Women and Paul:

Paul is really a man of his time and moreover a former Pharisee. As such he has a very strict opinion concerning the place of a woman in society and in the church:


…that the head of the woman is the man. For man is not of the woman but the woman is of the man. Neither was man created for the woman; but woman for the man (ICor.11: 4-9). Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience… And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in church (I Cor.14: 34-35).

These few verses have branded women unfit to pursue the priesthood or even a teaching position (was Eve not made out of the rib of man and the dumb one, who took of the forbidden fruit, causing death and the inherited sin). Brigham Young thinks quite differently about the origin of Eve. The Prophet Joseph Smith also has a deep respect for women, demonstrated by his organisation of the Relief Society. 

Paul on marriage:

Paul seems not very keen on marriage. Moreover, in the beginning of his ministry Paul is clearly a Chiliast (one who expects the return of the Saviour any moment). Wherefore he counsels:


For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband,  that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ (II Cor.11: 2). But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof (Rom.13: 14).

Somewhat later, however, he counsels the Thessalonians:


Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day (Millennium) shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition          (II Thes.2: 3).

May be because of this new insight, he then counsels:

For I would that all men were even as I myself…But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord: Let not the wife depart from her husband (I Cor.7: 8-10).

While hoping you really will do the effort to study the complete Epistles, we end this too short abbreviation with the most beautiful words ever spoken about love:

Though I speak with the tongs of men and angels, and have not love, I am become as sounding brass or tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of preaching, and understand all mysteries, and have all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I can move mountains; if I have not love I am nothing. And though I give away everything that I am, and give myself, but do it in pride, not love, it profits me nothing. Love is patient and kind. It is not envious or boastful…It does not insist on rights…It never fails. So faith, hope and love endure, these three; and the greatest of these is love (1Cor.13).

Questions for study and class presentation:

1. Why had Paul to abolish the law of circumcision? Tell something about 

the first Counsel of Jerusalem and about Peter’s meal with the Gentiles.

2. Explain what is meant by “fundamentalism”. Give examples.

3. What is the importance of the work on doctrine by Paul?

4. What is the difference between the church of Peter and Paul’s church?

5. Give a presentation about the other cults in Paul’s time.

6. What is Paul’s meaning about women and on what is this based (Revelation)? Does our Church today think the same?

7. What is Paul’s opinion about marriage and why? Is this the same today? Illustrate the latter with a presentation about the Proclamation to the world.

8. Give a presentation about the Millennium.

This ends the lessons about the Apostle Paul; next lesson will be about John.

7. The Apostle John:

John probably is a younger son of Zebedee and Salome and a brother of James (the elder), who was the second martyr (44 A.D.) under Herod’s persecution. John and his brother are called the “Sons of Thunder” (Boanergus, Mark 3: 17). Some people think this name was given because, in holy indignation, they proposed (like Elijah) to call a consuming fire from heaven against a Samaritan village, which refused to receive Jesus (Luke 9: 54-56). However, it seems more appropriate to translate “Thunder” as “Voice of God” (Ex.9: 23; I Sam. 7: 10; 12: 17-18; Job 26: 14).

John is not as learned as Paul, but he makes it up by his zeal for Jesus and becomes “John the Beloved”. In the story of John, nearly no violent occasions are reported. He grows silently into the communion of his Lord and in conformity to His example. He hears more, sees more but speaks less than the other disciples. He is, however, the sole disciple present at the Crucifixion where Christ, notwithstanding his unimaginable physical suffering at the cross, does remember his mother. Nearly with his last words, before he lays down His life, He takes care for her protection:


Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister Mary the wife of Clopas (and parents of James (The Little) and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he said unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then said he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her into his own home (John 19: 25-27).

During Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem (59 A.D.) he does not meet any of the Apostles (Acts), only bishop James of Jerusalem. We suppose, therefore, also John and Mary have already departed to Ephesus, where John will reside during the rest of his known life. You still can visit their modest house in ancient Ephesus. John soon becomes the leading Apostle for the cities of Asia Minor (now Turkey). Paul has founded most of the branches there, but John will lead them into the second century.

The majority of the religious scholars agree John came in trouble with the Imperial Consul of the area, who also resided in Ephesus. Consequently the Emperor (Nero) exiles him to the little Isle of Patmos (65 A.D.). John retaliates in a typical Judaic manner by writing his famous Apocalypse or Revelation of John. It is written in a beautiful literary style (like the books of Enoch and Daniel). In it he gives his opinion about the Emperor and the licentious way of life in Rome. Nero is the Beast and the Antichrist, the messiah from Satan like Jesus is from God. Rome is described as a harlot, the source of all iniquity, with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication; she is the “Whore of Babylon! He predicts the downfall of the city and the Empire. It is a typical chiliastic work and many Christians believe with Nero’s dead Christ will come again. 

The second part of the book gives far more the feeling of direct revelation but his contemporaries and the people who later decide, which books come into the Canon (from Greek for “Standard”), perceive it mainly as a prediction against Rome. The Italian scholar Muratori and author of the oldest Canon (200 A.D.), writes: “Further we have the Apocalypses. We accept only John and Peter, but some do not like to have (the Apocalypse of) Peter read in the Church” (but most probably loved it)! The two Apocalypses fight for the favour of the readers. Finally, but not without a fight that lasts into the 14th Century (Dante’s “Divine Comedy”), the Apocalypse or the Revelation of John succeeds!  

The Eastern Orthodox Churches keep the Apocalypse of Peter much longer in their Canon. Finally (900 A.D.) they also remove it in favour of John. However, we give you below a small part of the Apocalypse of Peter in which you might find this Apocalypse fits, pity enough, more to our time than the Revelations of John:


And in that place of judgement there is a great and very deep pit and into it flows all the blood and excrements of the tortured (by the punishment they undergo for other sins). And women sit there, swallowed up to their necks in blood and punished with great pain. These are they, who have procured abortions (today about 40.000.000 per year) and have ruined the work of God, which he has created. Opposite to them is another place where the children sit, which they did not want to be born, alive, and they cry to God. Lightning’s go forth from those children, which pierce the eyes of those who, by fornication, have brought about their destruction (N.T. Apocrypha Hennecke-Schneemelcher, vol. II, p 674).

The Revelation of John, the last finally in the Canon accepted book, is for a long time “antilegomena” (disputed, if it is truly the word of God). Twenty-five years after the famous Nicene Counsel (325 A.D.), where (under presidency of the gentile Emperor Constantine the Great) the human structure of the Roman Catholic Church is settled, it finally comes into the Canon (350 A.D.). Because of the generally supposed more historical background of the Revelation of John, our Church teaches vehemently: the Roman Catholic Church is NOT the “Whore of Babylon”! Probably, that was Rome and its inhabitants in the time Nero!! 

Another wrong assumption is, that the last words of “The Revelation of John:


And if any man shall take away from the words of the prophecy of this book, God shall take away his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the Holy City, and from the things which are written in this book (Rev. 22: 19).

are valid for the whole Bible. This would make The Book of Mormon, as well as the inspired corrections in the Bible by the Prophet Joseph Smith, impossible. Naturally this is not so; these words only relate to that Book of Revelations. Should the former be true, the Bible would end with Deutronomium:


Ye neither shall add unto the word…nor shall ye take away from it (Deut. 4: 2).

The Book of Revelation has an immediate and enduring success. Its promise of the Millennium solaces those, who mourn the long delay of the second coming of Christ. For centuries men have wrongfully interpreted events of history as fulfilment of its visions (Durant W. Hist. of Civilisation, 3, p. 594), however:


Of that day and hour knows no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but (only) the Father (Mark.13: 32).

            After the death of Nero, John probably returns to Ephesus (69 A.D.) and retakes his place as the leading Apostle of Asia Minor. Being ten years younger as Christ, he is now fifty-nine years old. Moreover, he is His nephew since John’s mother is a sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. During his banishment Peter and Paul have died as martyrs (68 A.D.) and the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus is imminent. Then the fateful moment, predicted by Jesus, comes true. Once again Jerusalem is totally destroyed and with it the beautiful Temple (“The navel of the world”).


O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killed the prophets, and stoned them which are send unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathered her chickens under her wings, and ye would not. Behold your house is left to you desolate. (Math.23: 37-38). And his disciples came to him to show him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon the other that shall not be thrown down. (Matth.24: 1-2).

With the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem (70 A.D.) the symbolic centre of Christianity is also destroyed, while Rome is not yet ready to take that leading role. 

Since most of the Apostles have passed away, it comes to John to inspire and to lead not only the branches in his area, but the entire Church! He is, however, not alone, since at an unknown time the Apostle Andrew (John I: 35-40) appears at his side. John is already in his old age (90 A.D.), when his disciples and the elders of Ephesus ask him to also write about his knowledge of the Saviour. John answers (acc. to a Moratorian fragment of 170 A.D.): “Fast with me for three days and whatsoever shall be revealed to us, let us relate it to one another”. That same night it is revealed to Andrew John should relate all things in his own name, aided by the revision of all.

It seems incredible, the Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel are written by the same hand. The Apocalypse is Jewish poetry, while the Fourth Gospel (written in Greek) seems also influenced by Greek philosophy. Naturally John is already long in a Greek surrounding. Plato did set the theme by picturing the Ideas of God as the patterns after which all things were formed. The Stoics have combined these Ideas into the Logos Spermatikos or fertilizing wisdom of God. Finally the Neo-Pythagorians transform these in a divine person and Philo turns that person into the Logos or Reason of God, through which God created the world. When we take the famous beginning of the Fourth Gospel and replace the translated “Word” with the Greek original “Logos” we, at once, can feel the Greek philosophical influence (Durant W. Ibid, p. 594):


In the beginning was the Logos; the Logos was with God, and the Logos was God…All things were made by the Logos, without him nothing was made. It was by Him that all things came into existence…The Logos became flesh and blood, and dwelt among us.    (John 1: 1- 3; 10).

Nevertheless we must clearly see John’s Gospel is the golden sunset of the age of inspiration, prophecy and guidance by the Holy Ghost. He wrote it in Ephesus when Jerusalem lay in ruins and the church was separated from a Synagogue, where Christian Jews and Christian Gentiles were two different things. Finally, at the end of the first century, both have melted together in a more or less homogeneous Christian community.

When you compare the synoptic Gospels with a lush valley, then John takes us up to the top of the mountains and we get a boundless vision over new scenes of exquisite splendour and beauty. Transitions between Matthew, Mark and Luke are comparatively simple, but in John we breathe a different atmosphere. John’s Gospel does not necessarily tell us the history of Jesus, but we have a chance to get a real view of God’s work. We neither find a genealogy of Christ, nor an account of His birth or baptism. However, he is full of the mystical union and communion, which is the essence of the church and presents the spiritual meaning of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (John 3 & 6). John gives an abundance of new material like the interviews with Nicodemus (John 3: 1-21) and the Samaritan woman (John 4: 5- 30). He alone records the very first miracle by the Master of changing water into wine (John 2: 1-10) and probably His greatest, when he calls Lazarus back to life (John 11: 1- 46). Last but not least John has most completely developed the great conflict between light and darkness, belief and unbelief ending in the final crisis, where he is the sole apostolic witness. Although different, nowhere does John contradict the other Gospel writers. Please read these wonderful Gospel for yourself and, in a quiet minute, ponder over the following text:


And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (John 17: 3).

Probably John wrote his three Epistles after he finished his Gospel. The first Epistle shows qua style and content it cannot be from another author. It is quasi a postscript to the Gospel and contains a practical application of the lessons of the life of Christ. In this circular letter the venerable Apostle exhorts his “little ones” in Asia Minor to a holy life, faith and love in Christ. He warns against Gnosticism (see later lesson), which denies the incarnation and separates morality from religion. The second and the third Epistles are more private letters. Some people hold these last letters “antilegomena”, ascribed to a certain Presbyter John. This seems untenable, since the second letter is partly a verbatim repetition of the first one.

So we come at the close of John’s life. The tradition offers us the following story: When John is very old the brethren carry him to the church to give his (last?) talk. The bended and feeble Apostle looks to the people one by one and only repeats over and over: “Love one another, love one another”. As finally one of his disciples asks: “Master, why do you repeat over and over the same words?” John seems to grow beyond his frail body as he answers: “Because it is the only way to be saved!”
Another tradition says John did not die. When the end of his mortal life arrived he was translated “in the twinkling of an eye” and taken up to the City of God. Pity enough most people don’t realise, how close this comes to the truth!


And when He had spoken unto them, he turned himself unto the three, and said unto them: What will ye that I should do unto you. When I am gone unto the Father? And they sorrowed in their hearts, for they durst not speak unto him the thing, which they desired. And He said unto them: Behold I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the thing which John my beloved, who was with me in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by the Jews, desired of me. Therefore more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye shall live to behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall be fulfilled, according to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory with the powers of heaven. And ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory ye shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then shall ye be blessed in the kingdom of my Father (3 Nephi 28: 4-8).

Thus John leaves our Church’ history and enters the History of Humanity to become, together with the three Nephites, the legendary immortals, who still are spreading the Words of the Master and guide humanity whenever necessary.

Questions for study and class presentation:

1. Give a presentation or think about the differences between the Synoptic Gospels and the Gospel of John.

2. What is after your opinion the goal of the different Gospels, especially of the 

      Gospel of John?

3. Give a presentation over the life of John, why is he called “the Beloved”?

4. Give a presentation of the meaning of the Apocalypse and why it was the last book, which was accepted in the Canon.

5. What is the difference between the tradition concerning the death of John and the facts as told in the Book of Mormon?

6. Since the Gospel of John is nicknamed the Gospel of love give a presentation about the instructions John gives concerning love.

7. Which other Apostle assisted John and what can you find about him?

This ends the lesson about the Apostle John. The last lesson of this group concerning the apostolic years, will discuss the Synoptic Gospels.  

8. The synoptic Gospels:

Introduction:

In the last lesson of this group about the beginning of the Christian Apostolic Church (30-100 A.D.), we finally will discuss the very first books of the New Testament. We saw already many references to all the other books (the Gospel of John, Acts, the Epistles and Revelation). It seems therefore appropriate, to close this part of our History with some historical notes concerning the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). Strictly speaking this is not within the scope of our History, which begins with the Ascension of Christ, while these Gospels actually tell about Jesus’ life on earth. However, they form the basis for the Christian Church and thus are worthwhile of our attention.

 “Synoptic” comes from the Greek word “Synopsis” meaning similarity. At the end of the eighteenth century Dr. Griesbach (a German Bible scientist) introduced the idea to arrange the Gospels in columns in such a way, that the similar verses of each Gospel were printed side by side. The Gospel of John does not fit into this scheme hence we call the other three “synoptic” or similar Gospels! When you take the Gospel of Mark as the first column, you need the least transpositions. Both Matthew and Luke have 2.651 words in common with Mark. This means roughly a quarter of Mark can be found verbatim in Matthew as well as in Luke. This similarity gives at one hand credit to the truth of the Gospels but on the other hand it leads to the assumption the writings of Mark might have been used for the composition of the others. 

Besides, we would like you to ponder over the names of what we usually call “the Old Testament” and “the New Testament” of the Bible. A testament is a document what contains the last wishes of a deceased person. We trust you agree God and Christ are far from dead, rather the opposite! Therefore a better name for the Old Testament would be “The Book of Promise” and for the New Testament “The Book of Fulfilment”, since in the latter the prophecies of the first are fulfilled (Math. 5: 17). We can only wonder why Jesus Christ, which in our days makes it such an important point to keep a diary, didn’t (as far as we know) write anything himself.

Coming back to the Gospels, we first observe two of them are written by the Apostles Matthew and John, while the other two by pupils of the Apostles Peter and Paul (Mark and Luke). Therefore the latter are sometimes called the Gospels of Peter and Paul. Secondly the three synoptic Gospels are written before the destruction of Jerusalem (70 A.D), otherwise the writers had doubtlessly referred to that traumatic event. The Gospel of John, however, is written 90-100 A.D. and thus after the destruction of the Temple.

There are many theories, why the Gospel authors were so late in writing down their Gospels. May be they felt a similarity with the Mishna (the spoken explanation of the Law), which only was allowed, to be written down three hundred years after it was assembled. Another question is, were the things they finally wrote solely based on the, may be, combined memories of the Lord or on a so-called Q-document, written by the Saviour Himself. The truth is we simply don’t know!! We will continue our discussion with some facts surrounding each of the synoptic Gospels. Not especially their content since that is, as stated, outside the scope of our History.

Matthew:

Matthew, meaning “Gift of Yahweh”, formerly called Levi (Mark 2: 14), is one of the Twelve. He probably takes his new name when called as an Apostle. Earlier he is a tax collector at Capernaum in Galilee, part of the tetrarchy of Herod Antipas. 

Rome does not want the hassle of tax collection. Therefore the tetrarch is ordered to pay a yearly tax to Rome. Since Herod also cherishes an easy life, he divides his lands in tax districts, for which he auctions the right to collect taxes. A prospective tax collector buys this right, including the assistance of Roman soldiers to enforce his collection, for a fixed fee. The difference, between the combined fees from all tax collectors and the payment to Rome, is for the Tetrarch. On local level it is much the same! The total tax the local collector can press out of the population, minus what he has to pay to the Tetrarch, is his income. As a result the people suffer double, while the tax collectors and the Tetrarch become extremely wealthy. 

Levi has a booth to levy taxes on all trade into or out of his area. At regular intervals he personally visits, accompanied by Roman soldiers, the people to announce the tax he expects them to pay. In case they don’t pay, the father is arrested until payment is received. Little wonder these tax collectors are hated as collaborators. Revolution lurks round the corner. When Jesus starts his work in Levi’s city, the people hope He is the promised Messiah. The One, who will free them from oppression just as later, at many occasions and for the same reasons, the chiliasts hope for the beginning of the Millennium!

Levi is a Jew and as administrator he speaks at least Aramaic (the mother tongue of Jesus) and Greek, since many people in Galilee are not Jews but Syrians and other foreigners speaking Greek. When, while sitting in his tollbooth, Jesus calls him he arose, and followed Him. He gives, a farewell dinner to the world, its wealth, pleasures and honours, which is attended by many publicans and sinners, who sit down with Jesus and his disciples. Here Jesus speaks the words, which mean very much for Matthew but are especially offensive to the Pharisees, who criticize Jesus shares His meal with sinners:  for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (Matth.9: 9-13).

First Matthew wrote for the Jews a Hebrew Matthew (in Aramaic!). Bishop Papias of Hierapolis (130 A.D.) tells his branch struggles with the language of Matthew’s “logia” (words) of Christ, as everybody tries to understand whatever he can. Although we don’t have the manuscript this work, mainly an orderly collection of the discourses of the Master and presumably written in Palestine after Christ’s Ascension, will later form the doctrinal element of the Gospel of Matthew. Therefore Matthew is the first book of the New Testament. 

Our present Gospel of Matthew, now complete with all the historical elements, is written (65-70 A.D.) in Greek for a much larger audience (Aramaic and Latin are used by the local people. Essentially Romans, as well as all the more educated of the empire, speak Greek. Even the Roman gods are in reality translations of the Greek pantheon, Jupiter/Zeus; Venus/Aphrodite etc!). Some even think, with some corrections for the fall of Jerusalem, it is written after the destruction of the Temple. However, one thing is for sure, it is the connecting link between the Old- and New Testament and the final warning of Yahweh to his people: “Believe, or prepare to perish! Recognize Jesus as the Messiah, or await Him as your Judge!”
Mark:

His full name is John Mark. John stands for Johanan (meaning “Yahweh is gracious”), while Mark means “Mallet”. Later Mark replaces John, just as Simon changes to Peter and Saul to Paul. These changes mark the transition of Christianity from the Jews to the Gentiles! John Mark and his mother Mary live in Jerusalem. They are among the first converts of the Apostle Peter. There is even a distinct possibility John Mark knew Jesus before. He might be identical with that unnamed young man, who left his linen cloth and fled naked from Gethsemane in the night of the betrayal (Mark 14: 51). Why else would Mark give us these details? 

Mary’s house is used as gathering place for the new Christian sect. When Peter is freed from prison (44 A.D.), it’s revealing he first goes to the house of Mary. Peter loves her young boy so much he even calls him his son (1 Peter 5: 13). Mark can be regarded as connection between Peter and Paul. He starts by going with his uncle Barnabas and Paul on a mission. Then he accompanies his uncle on a second mission to Cyprus, the island were Barnabas is born. It is assumed Mark stays with him and later joins with the Apostle Peter. During Paul’s imprisonment both come to Rome to meet with Paul and his companions to preach together. It is probably here, that Mark starts to write his Gospel, mainly based on the preaching of Peter. Therefore he does not write a word concerning the problems with the circumcision.

As Matthew gives the words of the Master, Mark highlights more the events of His life. He emphasizes a certain rhythm, in the periods of rest between the works of Christ, which constantly increase in splendour  (Lange’s “Bibelkunde”, p. 185-187).

After His baptism, before preaching in Galilee, He retires to Judea (Mark 1: 12). Then He withdraws himself per ship (ibid 3: 7); to the desert (6: 31); a mountain   (6: 46); the borderland of Tyre and Sidon (7: 24); Decapolis (7: 31); a high mountain (9: 2); Bethany (11: 1); Gethsemane (14: 34). Finally His rest in the grave is followed by the most important event: His resurrection! His ascension forms His last withdrawal, which will be crowned by His triumphal return in Glory, His absolute victory over Satan! Mark proclaims to the world: Christ is the Saviour!

He writes in Latin to strengthen the Christians in Rome and completes his work   (65 A.D.) after the massacre of Nero. The first versions are copied and spread in the following years. This leads to the last controversy concerning the close of his work (Mark 16: 9-20). These verses are not found in the first manuscripts; however, this is easily explained by the fact, that probably Mark added them at a later date. After the death of Peter and Paul, Mark departs for Egypt where he starts the (Coptic) Christian Church. Still later (827 A.D.) his mortal remains are brought from Alexandria to Venice to find their last resting place in the world’s famous San Marco cathedral. Venice adopts for their city-state Mark’s symbol of “The lion of Judah”, just as the Ethiopian imperial family (Haile Selassi) did from Salomon. 

Luke:

Just as Mark is baptised by Peter, likewise is Luke Paul’s convert. Paul meets Luke during his first missionary travel in Antioch (Macedonia), where Paul seeks treatment for the malaria he has acquired (46 A.D.). Subsequently Paul converts Luke and from that time on he accompanies Paul in regular intervals. Since he is a physician (and there are only few of them at that time) Luke is of great help to introduce Paul by the more important families. He is of Greek decent, has a good education and of all the Evangelists he is by far the best writer in Greek.

Luke is in a very good position since, after his conversion, he accompanies Paul on most of his travels. He assists in the founding and visits all the new apostolic churches between Jerusalem and Rome. During this time he meets nearly all of the Apostles, James the Bishop of Jerusalem and his (future) fellow Gospel writer Mark. To obtain a feeling for where the Saviour was born, grew up and worked, he travels to all the important places in the history of Jesus. Therefore his Gospel is the most accurate, detailed and longest of all based on witnesses, who personally knew Jesus and laboured with Him. However, he is himself part of the historical events given in Acts. As an educated man, he writes in a very concise style, which is perfected by the minute details mentioned. Although Luke nowhere mentions his own name, two major works (clearly from the same author) are assigned to him. These are his Gospel and its historical continuation, the Acts of the Apostles.

Given his companionship with Paul, it is no wonder Luke wrote for the Gentile Christians, especially the Greeks, as Matthew wrote for the Jews, Mark for the Romans and John for the advanced believers regardless nationality. Luke, like Paul, proclaims Christ as the universal Saviour! His story is full with the humanity of Christ. About His youth, His gradual growth and he leads us from Nazareth to Capernaum and further to Jerusalem and enables us to get a real feeling for His life.

The third Gospel is probably composed between 58 and 63 A.D., the main part during the four years of Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea. Acts is composed later in Rome, where the narrative ends! Luke accompanies his mentor Paul at the final time of his life. During his imprisonment Paul mentions him as “the beloved physician” (Col. 4: 14), as one of his “fellow labourers” (Phil. 24) and as a most faithful friend (2 Tim 4: 11). We don’t know what happened to Luke after Peter and Paul past away, where he laboured and what further happened to him. Post-apostolic tradition, often vague, says he lived until the age of eighty-four, laboured in several countries and was crucified on an olive tree at Elaea in Greece. Jerome (300 A.D.) reports his real or supposed remains, together with those of Andrew, were transferred from Patrae in Achaia to the Church of the Apostles in Constantinople.

Questions for study and class presentation:

1. Give a presentation of the mood in Galilee during the life of Jesus Christ. Why was revolution lurking around the corner? What lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and subsequently to the Diaspora?

2. Give a presentation why the Gospel writers wrote for different people and in what way this influenced the content of what they wrote. Give a historical picture of the places where and the circumstances under which the Gospels were composed.

3. Give a presentation about the Resurrection of Christ. Why is this the most important event ever? Why form the Resurrection and the pre-existence the basis of Christianity? 

4. Give a presentation about the difference in emphasis between the authors of the synoptic Gospels.

Here ends the first group of lessens concerning the History of the Common Christian Church (30-100 A.D.). In the next group we will discuss the formative years under the Apostolic- and following Church Fathers until the Nicene Counsel (100-325 A.D.). From now on we will find much less points, which are restored by the Prophet, since this is the beginning of the road down to the “Dark Middle Ages”.
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